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LASH AT ENTHUSIASM: 


nö 


Between Mrs. CLIN KER and Miſs MARTHA STEADY. 


. 


Mrs. C. So, Miſs Patty! You have made a fine piece 
of work on't; I hear our famous new preacher, Mr. 
Jewel “, has perſuaded you to change your religion, 
and to turn Methodiſt. —Believe me, there's talk 
enough about it. 

Miſs S. I wonder, Madam, that a perſon of my in- 
ſignificance ſhould be the cauſe of ſo much converſa- 
tion: and as to what is reported of my having changed 
my religion, I can only fay that it is impoſſible for me 
to have changed that which I never had. | 

Mrs. C. Lord, child! don't talk ſuch nonſenſe, I am 
ſure you were always good enough before you ever heard 
any of theſe canting Gre of preachers. 

Miſs S. Pray, Ma'am, by what rule could you form 
any judgment of my goodneſs? 

Mrs. C. Why nobody was more conſtant at church 
and ſacrament than yourſelf; nobody more ready to do 
a charitable action when it was in your power; and 
nobody more univerſally well ſpoken of by all the 


world, 
Miſs S. Theſe, I apprehend, are no ſcriptural proofs 


that I was in the right way to heayen; for we are told 
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by an authority more than human, that the friendſhip 
of the world is enmity with God *: and that we may 
give all our goods to feed the poor, and yet have no 
charity at all f. Tis true indeed, I was a conſtant at- 
tender at church; but I am forced to own, that though 
I drew nigh unto God with my lips, my heart was far 
from him: and indeed it is too common a caſe to ſee 
hundreds who make a point of going every day within 
the church walls — 

Mrs. C. Now you are going to be uncharitable: 
this is what I deteſt in people of your way of thinking; 
you will allow none to be right but yourſelves. 

Miſs 8. Nay, my dear Mrs. Clinker, only hear me 
out with patience, and if there's any want of charity in 
the ſuppoſition, I have a right to retort it upon you: 


don't you remember that you told me yourſelf, no lon- 


ger ſince than Thurſday laſt, that though old Mrs. 
Trimwell and Mrs. Mary Save-all never miſſed weekly 
prayers nor monthly ſacrament, yet that the one was 
ſo miſerably covetous that nobody could live with her; 
and the other ſcolded her ſeryants to ſuch a degree, 
that they were for ever complaining of her bad tem- 
pers? And you ſaid at the ſame time, that Lady Gamble, 
who conſtantly fits jn the ſame pew with you, makes 
no ſcruple of looking over her adverſary's hand at 
cards, and is ſo much out of humour whenever ſhe 
loſes a ſhilling, that it is quite diſagreeable to play with 
her; and whenever ſhe wins ſhe will never own it. 
Mrs. C. I fancy, Miſs, if we were to ſearch narrow] 
into the lives of ſome who make high pretenſions to 
ſaintſnip, we ſhould find them not much better than 
their neighbours: and, to tell you the truth, I believe 
they are all a parcel of deſigning hypocrites, and I think 
if they had their deſerts, they ought to be well 
1liſs F. Softly, ſoftly, good Mrs. Clinker, who is 
uncharitable now lt is too true, and with forrow I 
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confeſs, that ſome who have made great pretenſions to 
religion, have . diſgraced their holy proteſſion by not 
living agreeably to it: but is this any proof that none 
are ſincere? The ſcriptures tell us, that offences of this 
ſort will come, and that they muſt needs afford matter 
of ſtumbling to the world; but ſtill the religion of the 
goſpel is the ſame, however unworthy of it any of its 
profeſſors may behave themſelves: ſurely you won't ſay 
that, becauſe there is counterfeit coin, there is therefore 
no real gold; or becauſe Judas was a traitor, that all 
the other apoſtles were ſo likewiſe. 

Mrs. C. Oh! but you have ſo many diſputes among 
yourſelves, that it is enough to make one conclude it 
is impoſſible to know what is truth; and therefore for 
my own part I aſſure you I ſhall always continue in the 
way that I was brought up. 

Miſs S. In the common affairs of life, we think that 
which is not worth diſputing about is not worth hav- 
ing; and we have an apoſtle's command to contend 
earneſtly for the faith once delivered unto the ſaints, 
whenever that faith is attacked by men of pernicious 
principles, who would corrupt the word of God, and 
handle it deceitfully: but it is a ſingular proof of the 
truth and power of real Chriſtianity, that in ſpite of 
all the oppoſition and prejudices which are raiſed againſt 
it, it ſtill makes its way into the heart, and breaks 
through every intervening cloud and obſtacle.—But 
methinks we have a little departed from our ſubject: if 
I remember right, you mentioned Mr. Jewel's name 
when you firſt came in; pray did you ever hear him? 

Mrs. C. No, thank God: and I can tell you more- 
over, that good Mr. Stiff, Mr. and Mrs. Screwup, Sir 
Gilbert Guttle, the Widow Fondle, old Lady Dowager 
Crabſtock, Miſs Giggle, Mrs. Manille, Mrs. Bridget 
Spade, Miſs Fanny Painter, and I know not how many 
more of the very beſt in the pariſh, are refolved never 
to go withinſide of the church fo long as he continues 


there, 
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Miſs $. Surely, Mrs. Clinker, it ſhews great want of 
candour to condemn any man unheard, | 

Mrs. C. But you know very well what an uproar 
there is, and what diviſions are made in families by his 
preaching, inſomuch that the pulpits ring again. I am 
ſure I wiſh he had never come here diſturbing the peace 
of a quiet congregation. 

Miſs S. Ves, yes, I doubt not but their Reverences 
have been furbiſhing up their armour and preparing 
their ammunition ever ſince they heard of Mr. Jewel's 
preſentation: and truly they never preach with any de- 
gree of life and ſpirit but when they are oppoſing the 
zealous miniſters of Chriſt. Witneſs poor Parſon Spit- 
gall, who preached himſelf quite into a rage in his laſt 
vilitation ſermon; though he generally ſpeaks fo low 
that nobody can hear a word he ſays.— But pardon 
me, my good friend, if I ſay that your objections 
are quite unreaſonable: when our Lord himſcif was 
upon earth there was much diviſion becauſe of him; 
for ſome ſaid he is a good man, others nay, but he de- 
ceiveth the people “; and as it was then, he that was 
born after the fleſh perſecuted him that was born after 
the ſpirit, even ſo it is now. True religion, as I 
remarked before, has numberleſs prejudices to fight 
againſt, and we are apt to ſteel our hearts againſt its 
impreſſions, becauſe it would rob us of thoſe pleaſures 
and idols which promiſe us a deceptive happineſs here 
below; and among the many charges which are brought 
againſt the faithful miniſters of the goſpel, there is 
none more frequent, than that they are movers of ſe- 
dition, peſtilent fellows , and diſturbers of domeſtic 
peace. When the apoſtle Paul firſt delivered his meſ- 
ſage at Theſſalonica, we read that the whole city was 
in an uproar; and that the mob aſſaulted the houſe 
where they ſuppoſed he was harboured, and drew out 
certain of the brethren, crying out, Theſe that have 
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turned the world upſide down are come hither alſo “. 
Jeſus himſelf has alſo told us, that he came not to ſend 
peace on the earth, but rather diviſion; that five in one 
houſe ſhould be divided, three againſt two, and two 
againſt three; the father againſt the ſon, the ſon againſt 
the father, the mother againſt the daughter, the daugh- 
ter againſt the mother, the mother-in-law againſt the 
daughter-in-law, and the daughter-in-law againſt the 
mother-in-law; and that a man's greateſt foes ſhould be 
thoſe of his own houſehold f. 

Mrs. C. 1 well remember hearing a ſermon _ 
thoſe very words; and the miniſter told us that all ſuch 
texts of ſcripture related to the primitive ages of the 
church, and that now Chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, it is 
attended with eaſe and honour I, and that all oppoſition 
to it is ceaſed. 

Miſs S. Where real chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed in the 
heart and life of any perſon, in ſuch an one this oppo- 
fition is ceaſed indeed; but there are many devices of 
men which go under the name of chriſtianity, and are 
made fo palatable to our corrupt reaſon, and to the 
ſelf-righteous pride of our hearts, and withal appear ſo 
ſpecious to pur natural ideas of religion, that we eaſily 
{wallow the gilded bait, and often receive that for truth 
which only leads us further and further from it,—I 
agree with you that this ſmooth inſipid kind of religion 
will never meet with any oppoſition whatever: but when 
the goſpel is preached in its life and power, when the 
depths of the fallen nature are faithfully opened, when 
man is ſtripped of all his fancied excellencies, when he is 

held forth to view in the language of ſcripture as guilty, 
helpleſs, miſerable, blind, and naked; when he is told 
that he hath neither wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifica- 
tion, nor redemption, but in and through Chriſt Jeſus; 
when he is boldly admoniſhed of the utter impoſſibility 
of reconciling God and Mammon; when his ears are 


Acts xvii. 5, 6. + Mat. x. 34- Luke xh. 51, 52, 53. 
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made to tingle with that unwelcome, but apoſtolic de- 
claration, Whoſever will be the friend of the world, 
is the enemy of God * ;” I ſay when theſe grand truths 
are honeſtly applied to che conſciences of the hearers, 
then great offence will always be taken, eſpecially by - 
thoſe who have the form of godlineſs, but deny the 
wer thereof, 

Mrs. C. Really, Mits, you run on very glibly : I find 
Mr. Jewel is now become your oracle; but, however you 
may be captivated with his long extempore harangues, 
and his theatrical geſtures, I ſhall always be much better 
pleaſed with a. good, ſober, moral diſcourſc. 

Miſs §. Indeed, my dear Mrs. Clinker, I make no 
man my oracle but lo far as he ſpeaks agreeable to the 
oracles of God: and with regard to what you have 
thought proper to ſtyle long extempore harangues and 
theatrical geſtures, if it be a received maxim, that out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, then, 
where the preacher's heart 1s really ſeaſoned with grace, 
the: will be no need of the black manuſcript book, or 
of Doctor Truſler's copper-plates f: But it is a fine 
ealy way of proceeding for a miniſter to get fitty-two 
old ſermons, with two or three more for the great feſ- 
tivals, and ro mumble theſe over and over and over to 
the ſame congregation (perhaps now and then chang- 
ing the texts) for years and years together, and when 
he is thus ſet up with one twelvemonth's ſtock in trade, 
ne may then ſpend his leifure time as molt ſuits his 
own inclination. 

Mrs. C. Fic, Patty, you are abſolutely quite levere 
and ſatirical. 

Miſs F. Not at all, Madam; I am far from condemn- 
ing all written ſermons, though you are pleaſed to con- 
demn all extempore ones; but this I mult ſay, that I 
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Mould have a very mean opinion of my lawyer, and 
ſhould think he had not entered very wy into the 
merits of my cauſe, if he could not plead for me with- 
out having all he ſaid written down before him; nei- 
ther ſhould I think that man a very able ſpeaker in the 
houſe of commons who could proceed on his ſubject 
no longer than whilſt his ſpeech was before his eyes.— 
In every ſtation of life we think that whoſoever is ac- . 
quainted with his profeſſion, ſhould be ſenſibly affected 
with the importance of what he 1s engaged in; hence the 
muſic-maſter (eſpecially if he have the direction of a 
concert) ſeems to ſtrain every nerve of his body, and to 
have all the powers of his ſoul called forth into action, 
not only becauſe he himſelf ſenſibly feels the force of 
harmony; but becauſe he wiſhes his auditory ſhould be 
alike touched with the pleaſing found. Shall then the 
lawyer, the ſenator, the muſician, be ſo zealouſly affect- 
ed about the things of time and ſenſe, and ſhall the am- 
baſſadors of the King of kings, the heralds of the Lord 
of hoſts, who are appointed to proclaim glad tidings of 
great joy to loſt ſinners, ſhall they who deliver the meſ- 
ſage of God to man ſpeak in a cold unaffecting manner, 
as if neither they themſelves nor any of their hearers 
had the leaſt concern in the ſubject? It cannot be: and 
therefore the Lord Jehovah commanded his prophets 
of old to cry aloud and not ſpare, to lift up their voice 
like a trumpet, and to ſmite with their hand “; and as 
if that were not ſufficient to prove their earneſtneſs, to 
ſtamp with their foot f, that they might ſhew the peo- 
ple their tranſgreſſion, and point out to them the way 
of hope and deliverance, But alas! how is all zeal for 
the glory of God and the good of fouls now condemned 
as frenzy and enthuſiaſm; and whilit ſo few miniſters 
ſpeak from the heart themſelves, how is it poſlible they 
ſhould ſpeak to the hearts of their hearers? but as ſoon 
as they have muttered over the laſt page of their ditty, 
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what can we expect but that they ſhould E into 
worldly trifling diſcourſe with their congregations cven 
at the church door, and that the congregation them- 
felves, inftead of aſking one another in the lan, Jag of 
the diſciples going to Emmaus, Did not our hearts burn 
within us while he opened to us the ſcripturcs ? ſhould 
begin talking over all the miſeries and folles of their 
neighbours, and perhaps expreſſing thei; deep concern 
that they want a fourth to make up a private party at 
_ the next evening: whereas, it they had been at 
ayhouſe, they would not have failed to have {poken 

all that they had feen and heard. And this puts me 

in mind of that well known anſwer of Mr. Betterton 
the player to a great dignitary of the church, when he 
aſked Mr. Betterton what could be the reaſon, that 
though the players ſpoke of imaginary things and the 
clergy of real ones, yet an audience was generally much 
more affected with a play than with a ſermon? «© My 
Lord (replied Mr. Betterton), I apprehend the rea- 
c {on to be this, that we players ſpeak of imaginary 
« things as if they were real, whereas too many of 
"a clergy ſpeak of real things as if they were ima- 

* ginary.' 

Mes. C. Monſtrous! Girl, will you never have done? 
Do you ſuppoſe that Mr. Jewel knows better than fo 
many great Divines who are twice his age? or do you 
think that there was no religion in the town till he came 
among us? 

Miſs S. Truly, Mrs. Clinker, I am not for making 
invectives, or throwing out perſonal reflections; how- 
ever 'tis an happineſs that the word of God has given 
us ſome unerring marks whereby to know who are the 
true, and who the pretended miniſters of Chriſt. 

Mrs. C. Pray, Miſs, what are thoſe marks? 

Miſs S. By the doctrines they preach, and by the 
lives they lead. —Beſides that, 1 in all ages the true minif- 
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ters have been ſew in number, and have always met 
with contempt and reproach by thoſe who rejected 
their meſſage; whilſt the falſe prophets were many in 
number, and lived in eaſe and good repute among thoſe 
who were deceived by them, Hence God complained 
by the mouth of his faithful meſſenger Jeremiah, ſay- 
ing, © the prophets propheſy falſely, and the le 
love to have it ſo:“ and our bleſſed Lord himſelf in his 
ſermon upon the mount ſays, © Woe be unto you 
when all men ſhall ſpeak well of you, for ſo did your 
fathers of the falſe prophets: but, bleſſed are ye when 
men ſhall hate you, and when they ſhall ſeparate you 
from their company, and ſhall reproach you, and caſt 
out your name as evil, for the Son of man's ſake. 
Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy; for behold, 
your reward is great in heaven; for in the like man- 
ner did their fathers unto the prophets *.“ That is, 
unto the true prophets as put in contradiſtinction to the 
falſe prophets mentioned in the verſe before quoted. 

Mrs. C. But I deſire to know by what rule you 
judge that Mr. Jewel's doctrine is ſound and true? 

Miſs S. Fuſt, by bringing it to the only touchſtone 
of truth and falſchood, the word of God.—Secondly, by 
comparing it with an authority which I hope always to 
eſteem next to the ſcripture itſelf, the church of Eng- 
land, in her liturgy, articles, and homilies. 

Mrs. C. Articles and homicles! mercy on us, child, 
what are thoſe? I confeſs I never read them, and don't 
recolleCt that I ever heard of them. 

Miſs S. The articles and homilies are our grand bul- 
warks againſt Popery; they contain all the fundamen- 
tal truths of the reformation, having been compiled by 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops in the reigns of King Ed- 
ward the ſixth, and of Queen Elizabeth; and no miniſ- 
ter can be ordained in the church of England without 
making the moſt ſolemn declaration and ſubſcription 
that he believes them, from his heart, to be perfectly 
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agreeable to the word of God; and that he will never 

ach any other doctrine, than that which is contained 

in them; and every clergyman who does preach any 

other doctrine, is liable to be excommunicated and 

ſuſpended by the biſhop, until he repent of his wicked 
errors “. 

Mrs. C. Pray let me hear what thoſe doctrines are. 

Miſs S. They ſet forth to us the true nature of God, 
that he exiſts in three diſtinct perſons, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe three are one: that 1s, one 
in nature and in effence, They inſiſt univerſally upon 
the Divinity and Godhead of Chriſt: They teach that 
man is fallen from his original ſtate of innocence, and 
that all the faculties of his ſoul are ſo difordered by fin, 
that he hath neither will nor power to recover himſelf: 
That ſalvation is by grace, through faith only, and 
not of works: That all works done before the grace of 
Chriſt and the inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant 
and acceptable to God; but that where there is true and 
living faith in the heart, it will be as evidently diſcerned 
by the works which it produces, as a tree is known 
by its fruits f. 

Mrs. C. Are theſe indeed the doctrines of the eſta- 
bliſhed church? 

Miſs S. They certainly are; and of every other pro- 
teſtant church whatever: nay, there is not a petition 
which the miniſter puts up from the deſk, not a col- 
le&t throughout the whole book of common prayer, 
but what breathes the ſame humbling language, and in 
which we do not confeſs, either directly or indirectly, 
that © we have no power of ourſelves to help our- 
ſelves” that © we put not our truſt in any thing that 
we do“ that without God's holy inſpiration we can- 
not ſo much as think a good thought;“ and that “ we 
are accounted righteous before God only for the merit 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and not 
for our own works and deſervings.“ 

Canon 5th. + Art. ix, x, xi, xii, X111. 
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Ng. C. To be ſure no man, unleſs he has a ſeared 
conſcience, will ever ſubſcribe to what he does not be- 
lieve merely for the fake of getting the church's emolu- 
ments; and it is alſo certain that the prayers and the 
ſermon ought to harmonize together, and yet I cannot 
ſay that I ever remember to have heard the doctrines 
of Chriſt's divinity, the total corruption of human na- 
ture, ſalvation by grace, and, what you call, the work 
of the Spirit upon the ſoul, much inſiſted upon by our 
own miniſter; and, to deal plainly with you, Miſs Patty, 
nothing would be more diſguſting to me than to hear 
ſo much about the Spirit, and about inſpiration, as I 
look upon every thing of this ſort to be little better than 
cant and enthuſiaſm. 

Miſs S. In whatever light you may look upon it, we 
have the voice of an apoſtle on our ſide when we aſſert, 
« That if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is 
none of his “: and if it be cant and enthuſiaſm to ex- 
pect the illumination, comforts, and ſanctifying influ- 
ences of the Spirit, then you yourſelf prayed no leſs than 
ten times in the church ſervice laſt Sunday morning 
that you might be a canting enthuſiaſt. | 

Mrs. C. If I do all that our miniſter tells me to do, 
I believe I ſhall ſtand a very good chance; and if I am 
not ſafe, God help a many! | | 

Miſs S. When obedience flows from the principle of 
faith working by love, 'it is certainly pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to God; but if you were to keep the whole 
Jaw in order tq entitle you to heaven, and yet fail in 
one point, whether in thought, word, or' deed, you 
would lie under the ſentence of God's wrath, and be 
for ever ſhut out from all hope of being ſaved by your 
own doings: for thus it is written, © Whoſoever ſhall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all T:“ and again, © Curſed is every one that 
gontinueth not in all things which are written in the 
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book of the law, to do them “.“ Therefore by the 
deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh living be juſti- 
fied f. | | 

Mrs. C. Heighty tighty, Miſs! why you have got 
ſcripture at your finger's end: to be ſure you have been _ 
finely tutored for ſo ſhort a time; but if I can't be 
ſaved by doing my beſt, how am I to be faved at all? 

Miſs S. By believing in Jeſus Chriſt, who hath re- 
deemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a 
curſe for us 1. 

Mrs. C. What, then, do you take me for a Jew, a 
Turk, or an Heathen? I tell you I always believed in 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Miſs 8. It is an obſervation of the pious and learned 
Biſhop Reynolds, that © there are no ſuch bad believ- 
ers as thoſe who think they were always behevers:” 
and indeed there is a wide difference between the faith 
of cuſtom and education, and that faich which is the 
gift of God, and the work of his Spirit in the heart; 
the former is common to all who profeſs themſelves 
Chriſtians; the latter is only to be found in thoſe who 
have felt the burden of fin, and who, under a deep ſenſe 
of their loſt eſtate both by nature and by practice, have 
fled for refuge to the hope ſet before them in the goſ- 
pel of peace and ſalvation. | 

Mrs. C. I don't like carrying on the diſpute with 
you, but I'm reſolved you ſhall never perſuade me to 
turn. 

Miſs S. You grieve me exceedingly, dear Madam, 
to ſee you ſo much prejudiced, and ſtill harping upon 
the ſame ſtring.— I declare I know not what you mean 
by turning: however, as you yourſelf have mentioned 
the expreſſion, permit me in few words to tell you 
what ſort of turning the ſcripture makes eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary; namely, a /urning from nature to grace; from 
fin to holineſs. In this ſenſe of the word our excellent 
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church teaches us to offer up our ſupplications that 
re the hearts of the diſobedient may be turned to the 
, wiſdom, of the juſt;” and in the ſervice for Aſh Wed - 
neſday we each pray for ourſelves, . Turn thou us, O 
good Lord, and fo we ſhall be turned.” "15 
Mrs. C. I tell you once more, that I hope I ſhall 
get to heaven as well as thoſe who make ſo much ado 
about it: ſo pray let us change the ſubject, or I muſt 
o. 
Miſs 8. Do, let me entreat you to ſit down quietly a 
little longer, and ſuffer me to obſerve, in anſwer to what 
you ſay, that there are two ſorts of hope mentioned in 
ſcripture, the hope of the hypocrite or ſelf-deceiver, 
which ſhall periſh “; and that lively hope full of im- 
mortality, which purifieth the ſoul, and which maketh 
not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt f. This is that glo- 
rious, well grounded hope, which I ſincerely pray may 
be yours, and which ſhall never fail till both faith and 
hope are ſwallowed up in everlaſting love. 
Mrs. C. For nff part, I wiſh to have every thing go 
on in peace. | 
Miſs S. So does the common enemy of ſouls.— Par- 
don the force of my expreſſion; but, as it is founded 
upon ſcripture, I could not help ſpeaking plainly: for 
we read in the xith chapter of St. Luke, that when a 
ſtrong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in 
peace: but when a ſtronger than he ſhall come upon 
him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his ar- 
mour wherein he truſted, and divideth his ſpoils. Now 
by the ſtrong man Satan is evidently pointed out in the 
context, and by the ſtronger man Jeſus Chriſt is as 
clearly ſet forth. Here then 1 mult take the liberty of 
obſerving, that, as there are two forts of faith and two 
forts of hope, ſo there are two ſorts of peace mentioned 
in the word of God: the one is that wretched ſecurity « 
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which reſts upon every heart of man by nature, and is 
repreſented under the ſtriking images of ſleep, darkneſs, 
and even of death itſelf: Hence that call of the apoſtle, 
in which all theſe three images are implied, “ Awake, 
thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt 
ſhall give thee light “.“ This then is that falſe peace 
which the prince of this world wiſhes never to have 
diſturbed, and which univerſally prevails over all thoſe 
who thank God that their conſciences were never uneaſy 
about ſin.ä But there is another ſort of peace, even that 
peace which Jeſus bequeathed as a dying legacy to his 
ſorrowing diſciples, when he ſaid, © My peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you f.“ This is that true ſolid 
peace, which the world can neither give, nor take away; 
a peace which is the effect of a lively faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of which St, Paul bears this ſtrong teſti- 
mony, © That it paſſeth all underſtanding.” — The 
worſt wiſh 1 harbour in my heart towards dear Mrs. 
Clinker is, that ſhe may ſpeedily be made partaker 
of it, | 

Mrs. C. Thank you, my dear, but I am very well 
fatisfied with myſelf already.—Pray, what do you think 
became of all the people who died in our town before 
this preaching about faith and regeneration came? Do 
you ſuppoſe they are all damned? | 

Miſs F. God forbid that I ſhould paſs ſentence upon 
any perſon whatever. For though it is certain that 
where the blind lead the blind, both muſt fall into the 
ditch Þ; yet at all times, and in all places, every ſoul 
that is really converted to God and changed by grace, 
ſhall in the end inherit everlaſting life. But I am ſorry 
you have no better argument to produce. than that 
which is in the mouth of every bigotted Romiſh prieſt; 
% Where was your religion (ſay they to the Proteſ- 
+ tants) before Luther's and Calvin's time?“ and © what 
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is become of all the people, ſay you, who died among 
us before this preaching came?” 

Mrs. C. All I meant was to expreſs my diſlike of 
umovations. | | 

Mi/s S. Nobody, I aſſure you, can more ſeriouſly 
lament the innovations which have crept into the doc- 
trine, diſcipline, and practice of the Chriſtian church 
than myſelf; yet from the very ſame 7 as = 
now argue, the Papiſts at the time of the reformation 
— the Proteſtants, and called them “ the men 
of the new religion;” whereas, in truth, their religion 
was the pure religion of the Bible, long before the cor- 
ruptions of Popery had any exiſtence.— ut fo it is, 
that when truth has been long baniſhed, and error has 
been long prevalent, no ſooner does the former attempt 
to recover her place, than the latter moſt impudently 
denies her the pre-eminence; or, becauſe ſhe may have 
been for a few years in exile, or a ſtranger, even dares 
to affirm that her origin is ſpurious, and to treat her as 
an intruder, | 

Mrs. C. What is all this to the purpoſe? 

Miſs S. I preſume it is very much to the purpoſe; 
becauſe thouſands in this land, though reformed as to 
ſome ſuperſtitious ceremonies, are nevertheleſs ſunk 
into the very dregs of Popiſh doctrine, without ſo much 
as ſuſpecting it; and though Bible, articles, homilies, 
and the whole church of England liturgy, are point 
blank againſt them, yet they as readily ſu allow down 
the proud, anti-chriſtian, Jeſuitical tenets of free-will, 
man's merit, two-fold juſtification, and even of ſinleſs 
perfection, as if they were the genuine growth of ſcrip- 
ture and of Proteſtantiſm ; whereas in truth, and in fact, 
they are ſome of the rankeſt weeds of the Popiſh and 
Pelagian dunghill. 

Mrs. C. Hey-day, Miſs! I fancy you intend to take 
orders ſoon. ' 

Miſs S. The ſubject we are upon, Mrs. Clinker, is 
of too important a nature to be put off with a ſneer. I 
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pretend not to argue with you as a divine, but as a 


Chriſtian; and under this character, it is incumbent 
upon you, upon me, and upon all who profeſs the name 
of Chriſt, to be ready to give a reaſon for the hope that 
is in us *,—Surely, in a matter on which my eternal 
ſalvation depends, it would argue the moſt extravagant 
folly to be able to aſſign no other cauſe why I call my- 
ſelf a Chriſtian, than becauſe my father and my grand- 
father were fo before me; nor why I am a Proteſtant, . 
than becauſe I was born in the Iſland of Great Britain. 
Upon the very ſame principles, had I been born in 
Japan, I muſt have been an heathen; had I been born 
in Turkey, I ſhould have been a Mahometan; and 
had I been born in France, Spain, Italy, or Portugal, 
I muſt have been a Romaniſt: and every Pagan, Muſ- 
ſulman, or Papiſt, might give as good a reaſon why 
they are any of the three. 

Mrs. C. Not to hold any further diſpute on that 
point, I muſt now mention an objection which I have 
very often heard brought againſt Mr. Jewel, particu- 
larly by my very good friends Mr. Canon Temple and 
old Lady Church, as alſo by Mr. Biſhop, Mrs. Chan- 
cel, and Dr. Steepleton. It is, that he is a very great 
favourer of the Diſſenters, many of whom, it is noto- 
rious, come frequently to hear him. 

Miſs S. Mr. Jewel is a man of a candid, benevolent 
temper, who hates all narrowneſs and bigotry of ſpirit; 
and though as a miniſter of the eſtabliſhment he bears 
a particular attachment to the church of England, yet 
he loves all ſincere Chriſtians, by whatever denomina- 


tion they may be diſtinguiſhed, and has the happineſs 


of being loved by them in return. And if ſome worthy 
perſons among the Diſſenters come often to hear him, 
ſurely this is a good proof of their catholiciſm, and can- 
not juſtly be made a matter of objection againſt him; 


for which of the two is the beſt friend of the church, 
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he who by preaching unſound doctrine drives his hear- 
ers from the church to the Diſſenters, or he who by 
faithfully declaring the whole council of God, brings 
the Diſſenters from the meeting to the church? | 

Mrs. C. I confeſs the objection appeared to me ra- 
ther frivolous when I firſt heard it mentioned; and now 
you have entirely convinced me that it is ſo. 

Miſs S. I am happy to find you ſo ingenuous, my 
dear friend; and ſince we are upon the ſubject, permit 
me to obſerve concerning Diſſenters, that we ought al- 
ways to rank them into two claſſes, viz. thoſe who 
diſſent in ſome eſſential points of faith, and thoſe who 
diſſent only in ſome little circumſtantial matters of ex- 
ternal worſhip and diſcipline. The former are the 
dangerous Diſſenters, and we ought the more to be on 
our guard againſt them; becauſe legions of them who 
love the church's preferments, much better than her 
doctrines, have taken poſſeſſion of our pulpits, from 
whence they vent their poiſonous errors without diſmay 
or controul. With theſe Diſſenters it is impoſſible to 
live in harmony and friendſhip; and we are even en- 
Joined not to bid them God ſpeed, nor even to receive 
them into our houſes, leſt we ſhould be partakers of 
their ſins *—But where, as I obſerved before, there is 
no other difſenſion than about ſome trifling modes and 
ceremonies, there we may {till be united in heart and 
affection, ſeeing we may be all members of that ſame 
myſtical body whereof Chriſt himſelf is the head. 
Thus that man is no dangerous Diſſenter who, per- 
haps, ſcruples to put on a ſurplice when he prays in 
public, for he may nevertheleſs have put on the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and may pray with the Spirit and with the 
underſtanding f: but he is a dangerous Diſſenter, who, 
whether he wear the ſurplice or no, is not clothed with 
that white linen which is the righteouſncſs of the 
ſaints T, and who denies that the Spirit helpeth our 
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infirmities and teacheth us to pray . In ſhort, the 
whole world is divided only into two ſorts of people; 
converted and unconverted, the children of God and 
the children of this world: and at the great day it will 
not be aſked whether a man received the communion 
ſitting or kneeling, nor whether he was baptized ſooner 
or later, by ſprinkling or by immerlion; but whether 
the blood of ſprinkling was ever applied to his conſci- 
ence; whether he ever knew what it was ſpiritually to 
feed upon Jeſus Chriſt by living faith; and whether he 
was ever made partaker of the baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt; for in both ſacraments “ the outward form or 
viſible ſign” (as our catechiſm calls it) can be of no 
avail without © the inward and ſpiritual grace, or thing 
ſignified.“ 

Mrs. C. I thank you for thus ſtating the diſtinction, 
and cannot help acknowledging the juſtneſs of it. But 
I muſt ſtill beg leave to mention one or two other 
matters which I have heard objected againſt Mr, 
Jewel. 

Miſs S. Pray, Mrs. Clinker, ſpeak without reſerve: 
I aflure you I ſhall be far from vindicating him in any 
thing that may appear improper. | 

Mrs. C. Laſt night I happened to be playing a pool 
at Mrs. Shuffleton's, with old Mrs. Honour Cutwell, 
Mrs. Pryabout, Lady Wormwood, and a few other 
friends, and who ſhould come in but Dean Drawler, 
and with him the grave and ſedate Mr. Heartwhole.— 
During the time of tea, and between the deals, the 
converſation almoſt entirely turned upon Mr. Jewel. 
Mr. Heartwhole faid, he wondered any body ſhould 
be fo abſurd as to run after him; and that, in general, 
the people of this way were either poor ignorant crea- 
tures who knew no better, or elſe, ſuch as had been 
very looſe and profligate in their morals. The good 
Dean immediately acquieſced in the remark, as did 
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alſo the whole company; and indeed I was ſo much 
ſtruck with the propriety of it, that I gave my hearty 
approbation to every word which was ſpoken. 

Mzyſs S. From the very firſt ages of the church down 
to the preſent period, the ſame cavils have always been 
raiſed againſt the goſpel and its faithful miniſters, by 
men of the ſame character with Dean Drawler and 
Mr. Heartwhole. When God himſeif was manifeſt 
in the fleſh, though © the common people (we read) 
heard him gladly,” yer it was taunted againſt his diſ- 
ciples, © have any of the rulers or of the Phariſees be- 
lieved on him?” And he himſelf was reproached as 
being © a friend of publicans and ſinners.” But by 
thoſe very means which man makes uſe of to pour 
contempt upon true religion, God does and will get 
himſelf the greateſt glory, viz. by inſtructing the moſt 
ignorant, and pardoning the moſt guilty. Had Jeſus 
intended to propagate his goſpel by worldly grandeur 
and worldly wiſdom, he never would have appeared. 
on earth as the reputed ſon of a carpenter, nor have 
choſen poor illiterate fiſhermen to be his chief compa- 
nions, and the principal inſtruments of accompliſhing 
his great deſigns; and however theſe objections may 
and do prove “ as ſtones of ſtumbling and rocks of 
offence, to men who are wiſe in their own conceits, 
and righteous in their own eyes;” yet our bleſſed Lord, 
inſtead of endeavouring to obviate them, plainly told 
the ſelf-juſtifying Phariſees, that © publicans and har- 
lots would go into the kingdom of heaven before 
them; that © the whole needed not a phyſician, but 
thoſe that were ſick:“ and never, perhaps, did he know 
an happier hour (for it is written, © that he rejoiced in 
ſpirit”) than when he ſaid, © I thank thee, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou haſt hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed 
them unto babes: even ſo, Father, for ſo it feemed 
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Mrs. C. Pray, Miſs Patty, did you ever converſe 
with Parſon Squabble upon theſe ſubjects? I'm per- 
ſuaded he would ſoon ſer you right, if you would but 
mind what he ſays. | 

Miſs $. 1 am no ſtranger to the real character of 
Parſon Squabble, He is as ly a fellow as any in Eng- 
land; there's he and the Rev. Mr. Guzzle go every 
now and then to dine with Squire Gawkey at Noodle- 
hall, and there they ſit and cram themſelves up to the 
throat; and, by way of making the 'Squire laugh, tell 
him a parcel of ridiculous lies about Methodiſts, and 
then they go away, and in return laugh at him in their 
ſleeves. And, if you have a mind to have any farther 
inſight into good Parſon Squabble's character, I can 
aſſure you, that if he was but half as active to fave his 
pariſhioners” ſouls as he is to wrangle with them about 
tithes and aſſeſſments, he would be one of the beſt 
clergymen in the county: but the truth is, that poor 
Squabble is much more expert in worrying the ſheep 
than in feeding them. | 

Mrs. C. Well, well, may be ſo.— But I ſhall now 
menticn a very great oddity that I have heard of Mr, 
ewel, | 
| Miſs S. What is that, Mrs. Clinker? 

Mrs. C. They tell me that he goes a viſiting all 
about his pariſh; and that he 1s ſcarcely got into an 
houſe but Be begins about religion. For my own part, 
I ſhould. be frightened to fee him come in, | 

Miſs $. If the ſubject were not too ſerious, my 
friend's objection would really extort a ſmile from me, 
'Tis true, Mr. Jewel looks upon it to be his incum- 
bent duty to viſit his pariſhioners, purfuant to the ſo- 
lemn charge he received from the Biſhop for that pur- 

ſe; and when he does viſit them, he thinks it would 
be the higheſt proſtitucion of his time and office not to 
converſe with them upon thoſe ſubjects on which all their 
happincſs both here and hereafter depends; and there, 
jore he is not aſhamed to introduce the Bible in pre- 
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ference to a pack of cards, or to declare the love and 
grace of his Saviour, rather than hear or relate all the 
idle tittle tattle of the town. No, he leaves theſe 
things for thoſe who hope to be ſaved by their own 
virtue and good works; whillt it is the determination 
of his heart to know nothing comparatively among his 
flock, but Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified. 

Mrs. C. You may run on as long as you Ps 
Miſs; but it is a certain evidence to me, that a perſon 
either wants good breeding, or 1s a very great enthu- 
ſiaſt, who talks ſo much about religion. 

Miſs S. That the topic is a molt unfaſhionable one, 
I very readily allow; and yet the apoſtle Paul neither 
feared having his politeneſs called in queſtion, or being 
branded as an enthuſiaſt, when he commanded us to 
exhort one another daily; to have our converſation in 
heaven; and to let our communication be always to 
the uſe of edifying, fit to miniſter grace unto the hear- 
ers“. Now, let not my dear Mrs. Clinker be angry, 
if I defire her to examine whether ſhe has not as much 
lived in direct oppoſition to theſe divine injunctions, 
as if there were no ſuch words to be found in the 
Bible. 

Mrs. C. I always talk of thoſe things that the reſt of 
my acquaintance talk about; and indeed I am not one 
of thoſe who are for making a ſhew of religion, and 
yet, I truſt, I have as good an heart as thoſe who are 
* always canting, whining, and praying. 

Miſs S. Though we are called upon to pray without 
cealing ; which at leaſt means, that our hearts ſhould 
be always i in a praying frame, yet I am as much againſt 
canting and whining as you can be: however, don't let 
us call things by wrong names, ſince theſe expreſſions 
are frequently made uſe of in order to pour contempt 
upon every thing that has the leaſt ſhadow of rea] 
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piety. And though I don't mean to form any worſe 
Judgment of your heart than of my awn, or of others, 
yet J never found it recorded in ads fe that the 
heart of any individual is naturally good in the fight of 


- God, þut deceittul above all things, and deſperately 


wicked *; and I am perſuaded, that if you couid but 
call to mind every thing that has paſſed in your heart 
this one day, even when you were engaged in your 
cloſet duties, how little you have thought about God 


and eternity, and how much about the world and your- 


ſelf, that you would find cauſe enough for the deepeſt 


; repentance and humiliation ; eſpecially when you re- 


fle& who it is that has ſaid, My fon, give me thine 
heart * 

Mrs. C. To be ſure it's very right that we ſhould 
all give up our hearts to God. But pray, Miſs Steady, 
tell me now what is your objection to playing at 
cards. 

Miſs S. When we conſider how exceeding ſhort the 
time is which we have to continue here, when com- 
pared with an awful eternity, and how much depends 
on our right improvement of that time; I believe there 
are very few, who, when they come to die, would wiſh 
to reflect on one hour, much leſs on (perhaps) one 
thouſand, ſpent in an amuſement, where, to ſay the 
leaſt, every thing relating to the concerns of another 
world is entirely kept out of ſight. —But this is not 
all. I believe it ſeldom happens, that they who ſacri- 
fice their time in card playing, do not find their tem- 
pers much hurt and affected by it: elſe why ſo much 
anxiety ? why ſo many diſappointed looks and wry 
faces when a trifle is loſt? why ſo. much ſecret joy at 
pocketing a few ſhillings of one's neighbour's pro- 
perty? why ſo much jarring and jangling with one's 
partner for Jeading the ace inſtead of the deuce? and 


| why ſo much playing the whole game over again, both 
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in mind and words, even after the aſſembly is broke 
up?—You know, Mrs. Dealer. Nobody more con- 
ſtant at cards every evening; nobody more regular at 
church every morning than herſelf. It was but the 
other day, that coming into the pew when the pſalms 
were reading, that ſhe aſked the lady next her what was 
trump? meaning to inquire what day of the month it 
Was. 

Mrs. C. Well! Miſs, and if the next time ſhe had 
been playing at cards, ſne had aſked what day of the 
month it was, pray where would have been the harm 
of that? 

Miſs S. It is not ſo much the particular queſtion of 
Mrs. Dealer that I condemn, as the temper of her 
heart; which was ſo much ſet upon cards, that 
were uppermoſt in her mind even when her body was 
performing the outward duties of religion: but, I ap- 
prehend there was no. great danger of her aſking the 
reverſed queſtion you propoſe, unleſs rehgion engaged 
as much of her thoughts at the card table, as it is to be 
feared the card table often does at the church. 

Mrs. C. But though nobody loves a good play or 
an innocent game at cards better than Mrs. Shutfle- 
ton, yet you mult certainly allow that ſhe is a very re- 
bgious woman; for ſhe has prayers in her family night 
and morning, .and gives both money and medicines to 
many poor fick people, and yet you know how much 
ſhe ſpoke againſt Mr. Jewel the other night at Lady 
Killtime's. | | 

Miſs S. I believe, indeed, that there are few who go 
further in the externals of religion than Mrs. Shuffſe- 
ton; but as ſoon as her duties are over, do they leave 
any divine favour upon her heart? Does ſhe ſeem to 
make up. her happineſs in Chriſt? Is ſhe not as trifli 
in her converſation, as worldly in her diſpoſition, 
is ſhe not delighted with the very fame follies and en- 
tertainments that amuſe the moſt abandoned and pro- 
fane? However, admitting all you ſay of Mrs. Shuf- 

fleton's 
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fleton's devotion, yet we read in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
that devout women have before now been inſtrumental 


in raiſing perſecutions againſt the faithful miniſters of 


Chriſt “. 

Mrs. C. Mercy on us, Pat, why, you would con- 
demn all the good people in at this rate. And 
poſitively you make me quite ſick; I tell you, I am 
for having every body good, without chattering and 
making a rout about it. 

Miſs S. I ſincerely join with you in wiſhing that there 
was much leſs chattering and making routs than there 
is; but let us remember that light cannot be hid, and 
that we are not to take a candle and put it under a 
buſhel, but on a candleſtick, that all that are in the 
houſe may ſee the light: now real Chriſtians are ſaid 
to be the light of the world, and the falt of the earth, 
and are compared to cities ſet on an hill ; ſooner 
therefore can light itſelf be turned into darkneſs, ſooner 
can falt loſe its favour, and ſooner can an high conſpi- 
cuous city be inviſible to the eyes of the beholder, than 
a true believer can be unnoticed from the multitude of 
nominal profeſſors round about him: But is it not ſtrange, 
that though we are creatures of a day, that though we 
have immortal ſouls within us which muſt be for ever 
happy or for ever miſerable; that though Jeſus Chriſt 
has vouchſafed to die for our ſins, and to rife again for 
our juſtification; yet that the grand ſubject which moſt 
of all concerns us is the only one that is quite kept out 
of ſight? There is time enough to talk about dancing 
aſſemblies and card aſſemblies; who and who made 
themſelves very particular together; who dreſſes the 
molt gentcely; and who make themſelves the moſt 
awkward figures; who makes the grandeſt entertain- 
ments, and who gives the moſt paltry dinners; we can 
hold forth for hours together about elections, politics, 
races, deaths, and marriages; and nevertheleſs if but a 
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ſmgle word is dropped about Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſal- 
vation of the foul, ſilence or diſguſt is the immediate 
conſequence, 

Mrs. C. May be ſo. But I can never give up the 
neceſſity of a prudent compliance with the world. 

Miſs S. Then it is certain that you mult give up 
your bible; but whilſt we are in health and ſpirits, and 
ſtrangers to any work of grace upon the foul, we can 
plead as loudly for our favourite indulgences as the 
{criptures plead againſt them; but when a ſevere ſick- 
neſs comes, and lays us upon the bed of languiſhing, 
and particularly when death, the king of terrors, ſtares 
us in the face, when anxious friends are weeping all 
around us, when the ſilent phyſician ſhakes his head, 
and the fluttering pulſe indicates a ſpeedy diffulution; 
in ſuch an hour, will it be a more comfortable reflec- 
tion that we have through divine grace devoted our 
whole hearts to the Saviour of ſinners, or that we have 
{trenuouſly ſtood up for the expediency of giving a part 
of them to the world and its gratifications? 

Mrs. C. O dear, I ſhall certainly have the vapours 
Isn't it almoſt nine o'clock, Ma'am ? 

Miſs $. No, Ma'am, it has not yet ſtruck eight; but 
give me leave to continue the ſubject, and to oblerve 
that when death and judgment 

Mrs. C. Pray, Patty, let's have done, for I perceive 
that what Mrs. Blabington and Mrs, Cackleworth told 
me the other day is too true—You are irrecoverably 
gone; however I hope theſe notions won't make you 
mopiſh and melancholy. 

Miſs F. So far from it, Madam, that I never knew 
what ſolid happineſs was till I found it in rel gion; and, 
whatever prejudices may be taken up againſt it by thoſe 
who are ſtrangers to its delights, yet one who had 
tried every earthly enjoyment affirmed them to be all 
yanity and vexation of ſpirit“: but, ſpeaking of religion, 
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he 
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he fays her ways are ways of pleafantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace. 

Mrs. C. Indeed, Miſs Patty, it's later than you think 
for, therefore J ſhall with you a good night: and I muſt 
fay that I really believe you mean well; however 1 

you won't make yourſelf ſo very particular, but 
will go a little more into the world. 

Miſs S. Whilſt I read ſuch texts in my Bible as, 
“ Be not conformed to this world . No man can 
ferve two maſters F.” © Whoſoever will be my diſci- 
ple, let him take up his croſs daily, and deny himſelf 
and follow me 8.” © If any man love the world, the 
ve of the Father is not in him |.” © She that liveth 
in pleaſure is dead while ſhe liveth ||.” © Set your af- 
ſections on things above, and not or things on the 
earth *. Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, for ſtrair 
is the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find it; becauſe wide 1s the gate 
and broad is the way which leadeth unto deſtruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat ++: I ſay, when 
F read theſe texts, and a thouſand more of the like im- 

rt, I can never believe that a divided heart is a ſa- 
erifice with which God will be well pleaſed. 

Mrs. C. I ſtill think that all extremes ought to be 
avoided; and that it is ſafeſt to keep the middle way. 

Miſs S. We read in ſcripture, as I was juſt now ob- 
ſerving, of a ſtrait way to heaven, and a broad way to 
deſtruction, but we no where read of a middle way; 
however there is mention made of a middle ſtare be- 
tween hot and cold, and the following is the ſentence 
which the word of inſpiration pronounceth againſt all 
ſuch as are in that ſtate. © I know thy works, that 
thow art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold 
or hot. So then becauſe thou art lukewarm, and nei- 
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ther cold nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth *.“ 
Here you ſee, as an open enemy is preferable to a pre- 
tended friend, ſo they who are totally careleſs and in- 
different about religion, are much leſs offenſive to God, 
than ſuch as are for keeping the middle way of luke- 
warmneſs; the reaſon of which muſt appear very 
clearly, if you will ſuffer me to put the ſentiments 
of ſuch perſons into the form of a prayer, which we 
may ſuppoſe would run in ſome ſuch expreſſions as 
the following. O Lord, thy word requires that I 
« ſhould love thee with all my heart, with all my mind, 
« with all my ſoul, and with all my ſtrength , that I 
« ſhould renounce the world, and ſhould preſent my- 
« ſelf as an holy, reaſonable, and lively ſacrifice unto 
« thee I; but, Lord, theſe are ſuch over righteous ex- 
« tremes as I cannot away with: therefore grant that 
« thy love, and a moderate ſhare of the love of this 
« world, may both reign in my heart at once. I aſk 
« it for Jeſus Chriſt's fake, Amen.” Now, my dear 
Madam, if you are ſhocked at ſuch a petition, conſider 
that it is the exact language of your own heart, whilſt 
you can plead for what you call che middle way 1n reli- 
on. 

Mrs. C. To be ſure religion is not to be neglected, 
yet I am apprehenſive leſt ſo much of it ſhould make 
the common people idle. 

Miſs §. Your objection, Madam, is as old as Pha- 
raoah's time, when the oppreſſed Iſraelites requeſted 
leave to go and ſacrifice to the Lord in the Wilderneſs: 
the language of the haughty monarch was, Ye are 
idle! ye are idle! therefore ye ſay, Let us go and ſacri- 
fice to our God d. For my own part, I am fo far from 
countenancing idleneſs, that I believe it is as neceſſary 
for the common people to labour as to pray, and am 
well perſuaded that the heart may often be engaged in 
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the work of heaven, whilſt the hands are about the ne- 
ceſſary buſineſs of earth: nor can I maintain a favour- 
able opinion of any man as a Chriſtian, who makes re- 
ligion an excuſe for neglecting his duty in the ſtation 
wherein God has placed him, and therefore thoſe two 
things which the apoſtle joins together, no man ought 
to put aſunder, Not ſlothful in buſineſs, but fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord “. 

Mrs. C. I muſt acknowledge that what you ſay on 
this point appears reaſonable enough, but I have ob- 
ſerved that during our whole converſation you have 
talked to me juſt as if I was a very wicked bad creature. 
Pray do you make no difference between me and 
any naughty woman who walks the ſtreets? 

Miſs S. That there is a great difference between one 
fin and another in point of guilt and aggravation there 
is no doubt; yet before the law of God I make no dif- 
ference between the moſt decent formaliſt, and the 
moſt abandoned profligate, becauſe the ſcripture itſelf 
makes none, having declared in expreſs terms that 
there is no difference, ſeeing that all have ſinned and 
come ſhort of the glory of God f. Ignorance of this 
important truth is the deſtruction of thouſands, who in- 
ſtead of comparing themſelves with the law, and fecing 
that the leaſt deviation from it ſubjects them to the curſe, 
(for fin is the tranſgeſſion of the law 4, and the wages 
of ſin is death S,) are ready to cry out with the Phariſee 
of old, God, I thank thee that I am not as other men 
are |; by this means their ſouls remain in blindneſs 
both as to their diſeaſe and as to their remedy; for as 
nothing gives them greater offence than to be told that 
they ſtand upon a level with the very publicans and har- 
lots, and that the pride, enmity, unbelief, and ſelf- 
righteouſneſs of their hearts are perhaps (ins of a deeper 
die than thoſe outward immoralities which they con- 
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demn in others, ſo they will not be perſuaded but that 
God will be much more inclined to receive them and 
to ſhew them mercy on account of ſamething that they 


think good in themſelves, than he will to receive or 


ſhew mercy to thoſe who have gone great lengths in the 
groſſeſt abominations. 

Mrs. C. I can never think myſelf ſo bad as you 
would make me. 

Miſs S. Tis not what I make you, but what the 
word of God makes you, that you ought to attend to: 
however, if you will but call to mind what you ſaid of 
yourſelf laſt time you went to church and approached 
the Lord's table, you will find that your own mouth 
condemned you much more than I have done; for you 
then confeſſed over and over again that you were a mi- 
ſerable ſinner, a loſt ſheep, that the remembrance of 
your ſins was grievous unto you, and the burden of 
them intolerable *; and therefore you beſought God 
pitifully to behold the ſorrows of your heart: now if 
you did not feel the truth of theſe expreſſions in your 
inmoſt ſoul whilſt you acknowledged them with your 
lips, it is to be feared you have only been guilty of a 
ſolemn mockery of the Moſt High, and if you did feel 
the force of them, then it is certain that I have not ſet 
you forth in any worſe colours than thoſe in which you 
have painted yourſelf. 

Ars. C. But I have endeavoured to repent and 
amend; and upon this account I doubt not but God 
will be merciful to me. 

Miſs $. Repentance and amendment are certainly 
right in their proper place, and no ſoul ſhall be ſaved 
without them; yet it is not on account of theſe that 
God will be merciful to any ſinner whgtever; but only 


on account of what Jeſus has done and ſuffered. Re- 


pentance, obedience, and even faith itſelf, are not me- 
ritorious cauſes of our ſalvation, but they are thoſe 
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gifts and graces which God is pleaſed freely to beſtow 
upon all thoſe whom he has taken into covenant with 
himſelf. Beſides, ſuppoſe you were to be ever fo forry 
for fin, this ſorrow would indeed prove your guilt, but 
could in no wiſe undo what is paſt. 

Mrs. C. This doctrine is enough to drive one to 
deſpair. +08 

Miſs S. If it drive you to deſpair of being ſaved by 
any thing you have done, or can do, either in whole or 
in part, it is well; ſince this is the only way whereby 
you can be brought to ſet a due value upon the goſpel 
of Chriſt; and when you can take him as all your ſal- 
vation, and can rely upon his promiſes, then you will 
find that a ſenſe of your intereſt in him, and of his par- 
doning love ſhed abroad in the heart, is the very oppo- 
fite of that gnawing corroſive ſenſation and anguiſh of 
conſcience which are - properly meant by the word 
deſpair. 

Mrs. C. Indeed, Miſs Patty, I can bear it no longer 
— ſo once more, good night. | ' 

Miſs S. Good Night, Mrs. Clinker; but let me not 

rt with you without one promiſe. | 

Mrs. C. What is that? 

Miſs S. That you will not condemn Mr. Jewel upon 
the report of others; but that you will diveſt yourſelf 
of prejudice, and will go and hear for yourſelf, at leaſt 
three times, as it is impoſſible to form any compgtent 
judgment of the general ſcope of a miniſter's preaching 
from one ſingle ſermon. Remember that when an 
Apoſtle preached, ſome went out contradicting and 
blaſpheming, but others had candour enough to ſay, 
« We will hear thee again as to this matter“: there- 
fore let me addreſs Mrs. Clinker with © Go and do 
thou likewiſe:” and if ſome ſhould be hardy enough 
to fay, © He has a deyil and is mad, why hear ye 
him?” I truſt you will ſoon be convinced that the words 
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Which he ſpeaks are not the words of him that hath a 
devil“. 

Mrs. C. But his ſermons are ſo horribly long, and the 
weather is ſo cold, that I ſhall be both tired and ſtarved 
to death, 

Miſs. S. When you came from the play laſt Tueſ- 
day evening you faid you were ſo charmed that you 
could have fat all night, and yet you cannot bear to fit 
one hour to hear the word of God.—'Tis true a cold 
ſermon and a cold church are neither of them very de- 
firable; and if I had been one of Parſon Droner's au- 
ditors on Sunday ſe'nnight, I ſhould willingly have 
admitted his plea for coming to a ſpeedy concluſion on 
account of the inclemency of the weather; but I hope 
when you are at Mr. Jewel's church, you will hear 
ſomething which will at once command your attention 
and warm your heart. | 

Mrs. C. For my part, I am well contented with my 
own pariſh church. | 

Miſs S. And fo ſhould I, Madam, if I could hear 
the good old ſcripture doctrines of our own church 
conſtantly preached in it; otherwiſe I can ſee no ſuch 
mighty attraction in church walls.—We blame not the 
hungry beggar who wanders from door to door becauſe 
he has nothing to eat at home, nor are you yourſelf 
ſurpriſed when you ſee the Lawyer Sipwell, or your 
neighbour Mr. Swillington, making ſuch frequent in- 
2 where they may find the beſt tap; ſurely 

en 

Mrs. C. What a zealous creature you are to make 
converts to your own way of thinking? 

Miſs S. When I ſee the great zeal of many to pro- 
mote the ſervice - the vs — to diſcountenance 
every a ance o ineſs which goes beyond the 
faſhion Ache times, aer of fancying that Tim any 
unneceſſary degree of zeal for God, I may juſtly be 
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aſhamed of my cowardice, eſpecially when I conſider 
how good a Maſter I ſerve, and how good a cauſe 1 
am engaged in—But why does my friend ſuppoſe that 
religion is merely a way of thinking; whereas it is no- 
thing leſs than a change of ſtate, and a change of nature, 
and therefore ſet forth in ſcripture by the ſtriking ex- 

reſſions of a new birth * and a new creation ; and if 
it ſhould pleaſe God to call you hence before this im- 
portant change be wrought in your heart, I tremble to 
think how great, how awful muſt be the 
Mrs. C. | Pulling the bell] I take the liberty Ma'am 
of ringing the bell for Sam to come up, and open the 
ſtreet door, —Good night, Miſs Steady, good night, 
_ Miſs 8. Adieu, Mrs. Clinker, I heartily wiſh you 
well. | 
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SN WILLIAM WORTHY, Baxr. 


PaTron of the Living of „in the CounTy of —, 


MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR, Jan. , 1769. 


HOPE your honour will excuſe this boldneſs of my 

writing to ſuch a great gentleman, who am but a 
country farmer; but I know your honour is very conde- 
ſcending, and will not refuſe to read my letter becauſe 
I am ſo much beneath your honour's ſtation in life, nor 
becauſe I have not ſo much larning as a great many. 
Indeed I was a long while before I could bring myſelf 
to write to your honour; becauſe, as how, I was atraid 
leſt I ſhould ſay any thing that was unbecoming: for 
though I ſay it, that ought not to ſay it, I was always 
brought up to behave very mannerly towards my bet- 
ters. But I am a plain honeſt man, who will tell the 
truth and ſhame the devil, as the ſaying is; therefore 
write I muſt, becauſe why, I underſtand that your ho- 
nour is likely to hear a bundation of lies conſarning our 
parſon, Mr. Trueman. God bleſs your honour for 
giving him the vicarage, for he's as good a mon as 
any within a hundred miles, be the other who he will. 
And your honour knows very well which a one Mr. 
Jeremiah Swigg was, who was parſon before Mr. True- 


man came, 
| Shy Twice 
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Twice to my ſartin knowledge Parſon Swigg's eyes 
were ſo ſwelled up with fighting, that he could not ſee 
to read divine ſarvice. The firſt quarrel was at the 
Red Lyon with Squire Bounce's game-keeper, ſome- 
what about a pointer bitch, but I forgets the particu- 
lars. The other time was about ſome old beer at the 
ſame alehouſe. But it matters not to trouble your 
honour with any further account of theſe fractions: 
but this I will ſay (contradict it who can), that Parſon 
Swigg was conſtantly drunk three times a week, at 
leaſt; either at home, at Squire Bounce's, or at the 
Red Lyon. And many a good time has a corpſe 
waited in the church-yard for hours together before he 
would come to bury it; and when old John Delve the 
ſexton went to call him, if he was drinking he would 
not ſtir an inch till the jugg was done; and if he was 
playing at the cards with Madam Bounce, he muſt ftay 
till the game was up; and his anſwer to John always 
was, „Pugh, what do you plague me now for, there's 
no danger of the corpſe catching cold.” Once I re- 
member that one of our neighbours was to have a child 
chriſtened, and J was to ſtand godfather, but when 
we came to the church, though Mr. Swigg himſelf had 
fixed the time, yet there was no parſon to be found, 
for he had forgot there was a child to be chriſtened, 

and was gone ten miles diſtant to fight a main of cocks 
with Sir Simon Gamble; ſo we all looked like a par- 

cel of fools, and went back again. 
Man and boy, I have now lived in the pariſh and 
upon your honour's farm theſe fifty-two years; twenty 
of which we had Parſon Swigg among us, and may I 
never be credited again, if I ever heard him fay a word 
either to myſelf or any of the neighbours, about our 
ſouls, no more than if neither parſon nor people had 
no ſouls to ſave. Almoſt all his talk is about horſes 
and dogs, and news, and old beer, and what other 
parſons livings are worth, and how much the tythes 
may be raiſed, Yet before he came among us I 
thought 
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thought for ſure he muſt be a rare man; for I was told 
as how that he brought a paper called a teſtimoly, or 
ſome ſuch name, to my Lord Biſhip, ſigned by three 
other clargymen, to witneſs how that he was of ſober 
life and converſation, and that he preached the doc- 
trines contained in' the T hirty-nine Articles; but in- 
ſtead of that, his life was more fitter for a heathen than 
a parſon; and as to preaching what our articles and 
homilies teach us, ſcarce a man in the pariſh knew 
there were any articles and homilies, till good Mr, 
Trueman came among us. All that Parſon Swigg uſed 
to tell us from the pulpit was, © That we muſt do 
« this and do that, and not do the other:” and then 
he would come down, and do every thing he told us 
2 to do, and do nothing of all that which he bid us 

0. | 
Sometimes he would preach mortally againſt Me- 
thodiſſes; and ſay how that they were enemies to mor- 
tality * and to good works. And yet I do aſſure your 
honour, that this very ſame Parſon Swigg in another 
ſarmon he preached about Methodiſſes, told us that 
they were for making folks righteous over-much, and 
that all thoſe Scriptures which tell us that the friendſhip 
of the world is enmiey with God, and which ſpeak of 
denying ourſelves and taking up the croſs, of their be- 
ing but few ſaved, of the inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, 
and ſuffering perſecution for righteouſneſs-ſake, were 
not intended Ge our days; and that he had the autho- 
rity of ſome my Lord Biſhip who wrote a book about 
grace, to ſay, that the operations of the Holy Ghoſt 
were long ſince ceaſed, © 'That the profeſſion of Chriſ- 
ce tianity was now attended with eaſe and honour, and 
« that nothing more was meant by keeping ourſelves 
ce unſpotted from the world, than uſing the means of 


ge grace.“ 


It is probable the honeſt Farmer meant to ſay Morality. 
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And now, having given your honour this faithful ac- 
count of Parſon Swigg, I muſt next tell you all about 
Mr. Trueman. The firſt ſarmon Mr. Trueman made 
after he came to our village was upon 2 Cor. iv. 5. 
c We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
tc and ourſelves your ſervants for Jeſus' ſake.” Ah, 
God bleſs him, it was a brave ſarmon: and he told us 
how that his heart yearned in love towards us; that he 
was willing to ſpend and be ſpent for our benefit; that 
he was the ſhepherd and we the ſheep; that he muſt be 
anſwerable to God for the great charge he had taken 
upon him; and that if any foul among us periſhed 
through his negligence, that the blood of that foul 
would be required at his hands; that he determined to 
know nothing among us but Jeſus Chriſt, and him cru- 
cified; that he deſired not ours, but us; and that we 
were all of us wellcome to come to his houſe for advice 
and inſtruction whenever we would; or, if we choſe it 
rather, he would gladly come to us, 

Ah, he ſaid a deal more that was all mighty fine and 
mighty moving, and made a many folks cry all ſarmon 
time, for we had not been uſed to ſuch preaching, not 
we. And ] aſſure your honour he has been as good 
as his word, and has taken ſuch pains, and ſet ſuch a 
good example, that a great many of our town, and all 
round about too, who were deſperate coarſe livers in 
Parſon Swigg's time, are become fo religious, and ſo 
arneſt to be ſaved, that our neighbourhood is become 
quite another ſort of a place towards what it was. 

I am ſure, for my part, J have reaſon to thank God 
for the alteration that Parſon T'rueman has made in my 
wife Deborah; for, to tell your honour the truth, ſhe 
was a fad termigate ſort of a body, and I had very 
little quiet for her. Many's the good day that the 
cheeſe was not made till noon, for there was no getting 
her up in the morning till I know not what time; and 
when ſhe was up, ſhe muſt fit an hour over her tea be- 
fore a char could be done: and then in the evening ſhe 


mult 
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muſt at it again, and either have ſome goſſipping neigh- 
bour with her, or elſe forſooth ſne muſt go a viſiting. 
But the Lord be praiſed, for Deborah is quite an al- 
tered woman: She now always gets up when I do, 
and calls all the family to prayers before they go to 
work. Inſtead of being out of humour from morning 
till night, ſhe is become as meek and quiet as a lamb, 
and never goes out till ſhe has done milking the kine, 
and then it is always to ſome religious neighbour to 
read a godly book together, or to diſcourſe about that 
which is good; and then ſhe comes home and we have 
prayers again in the family, and get to bed in good 
time, 

Well, now I am fartin your honour muſt needs 
wonder at what I am going to ſay, though indeed it is 
actually ſo. That there are a great many folks in our 
pariſh that hate and curſe Parſon Trueman, and wiſh 
he had never come among us, and that Parſon Swigg 
had never gone away to the living that Sir Simon 
Gamble has given him: particularly Squire Bounce 
is mortal angry at him, and has never been at church 
ſince one Sunday not long after Mr. Trueman came, 
when he preached a ſarmon on 2 Cor. v. 17. to ſhew 
. « that if any man was in Chriſt he was a new crea- 
ture.” And whilſt he was ſcribeing to us the new 
creature, and telling us what a wonderful change God's 
grace would make in a man before he could go to 
heaven, up gets Squire Bounce, throws open the pew- 
door, down the middle iſle he walks, (ſeemingly in a 
deſperate paſſion, poor gentleman!) whilſt good Mr, 
Trueman went on with his farmon as readily and 
mildly as if nothing had happened. Well, never fince 
this time, as I ſaid before, has the Squire been at our 
church, but he goes every ſabbath morning, and Madam 
with him, to hgar one Dr. Luere, who is parſon of the 
next pariſh, and who refuſed to ſign Mr. Trueman's 
teſtimolics, and will never let him preach in his pulpit, 
but whenever he goes to his other living gets Dean 
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Legal to come. But our Squire is not contented with 
ſtaying away himſelf, but invites as many of our better- 
moſt Farmers, as will come, to dinner every Sunday, 
and fo, inſtead of going to the houſe of God in the after- 
noon, they get drunk, ſitting and talking againſt metho- 
diſſes and poor Mr. 'Trueman, and. ſay as how, he is a 
Thuſaſt, and has brought a new religion into the pariſh, 
and that for their parts they are for good works, and 
for the Church of England. But I am ſure I don't 
know what they mean by a Thuſaſt, and a new reli- 
ion, for there was no religion at all among us before 
r. Trueman came, and he preaches nothing but what 


he brings his proofs of from the Bible and Common- 


Prayer Book. But they fay to be ture Squire Bounce 
is a ſcollard, and a juſtis of peas, and has been at the 
varſity, therefore he muſt know, (though with ſub- 
miſſion he can hardly write his name well enough to 
ſign his warrants), But if I may be ſo bold to give 
my opinion, I think it is the Squire's beef and pudding 
and ale, that makes ſo many of chem fide with him, for 
in their hearts they muſt think Mr. Trucman a better 
miniſter than moſt in England; and fo it ſeems they 
do, for when any of them are ſick, or like to die, then 
they are for ſending for him to come to them; and, dear 
gentleman, he is always ready to go, and returns them 
nothing but love for hatred. | 

But this is not all, for Squire Bounce has turned 
away two of his farvants for being favourers of Mr, 
Trueman; and though he could not deny but that they 
were faithful good ſarvants, yet he ſaid he would have 
nobody in his houſe that was got into that way; and 
made a propofal to have a paper drawn up, and that he 
and ſome of the belt of the pariſh ſhould ſign it; which 
paper was to defire the Biſhip would call Mr, Tiveman 
to account, or turn him out of the living. Now, 
though this was very il-natured, yet I could not help 
laughing in my ſleeve to think what à fooliſh piece of 
work they would make of it: and ſaid to Deborah, 


« | war- 
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« J warrant they think my Lord Biſhip to be ſuch an 
« one as themſelves; and are filly enough to ſuppoſe, 
© that he would be angry with Mr. Trueman for 
« preaching at his church of a week-day, and going 
ce about to the peoples houſes, and having them at his 
« own houſe of a night, to talk to them about their 
„ ſouls, and pray and ſing praiſes to God.“ Ah dear, 
for ſartin my Lord Biſhip would much rather that all 
the people in the pariſh would ſpend their leiſure time, 
when their work is done, after this godly manner, than 
in the ale-houſe or at the cards, or in fooliſh vanity- talk. 
Though I fay it, that ſhould not fay it, I am not fo ig- 
norant in this thing as they think me: for though I 
never ſaw a my Lord Biſhip but when I was confarmed, 
yet, I thank God, I can read my Bible, and there I ſee 
in Saint Paul's Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, that all 
Biſhips are juſt ſuch ſort of men, and ſpend their time 
in the very ſame way, and mind this world as little as 
Mr, Trueman does, So that Squire Bounce would 
2 nothing by complaining to my Lord Biſhip, but to 

ve our good miniſter praiſed and commended. 

Many and many a tuſsle have I had with them at 
Veſtry- meetings conſarning Mr. Trueman; but I can 
never get them to hear reaſon: all they ſay is, that my 
wife is a rank Methody; and they ſuppoſe as how that 
I ſhall be one ſoon, Then they will have it that Mr, 
Trueman makes diviſions in the pariſh, and ſets rela- 
tions at variance, and drives folks mad; and that he 
mult ſartinly be wrong, becauſe Doctor Lucre, Dean 
Legal, Parſon Guzzledown, Parſon Sportſman, Mr. 
Archdeacon Cringer, Dr. Doubletongue, and all the 
Parſons about, preach againſt him. And I tells them 
again, that the reaſon there was no diviſion before was, 
becauſe we were all going wrong and falling into the 
ditch together; and therefore, the more that are now 
divided out of the broad way which leadeth to deſtruc- 
tion, the better; and that it is not Mr. Trueman that 
makes theſe variances, but they themſelves in parſecut- 


ing 
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mg poor godly people, and then laying it upon religion. 
And as to any being drove mad, it is a ſure thing that 
there were many mad enough before, whom Mr. 
Trueman has brought to the right uſe of their ſenſes: 
witneſs my wife for one; and yet they will parſiſt in it 
that ſhe, poor woman, is gone beſide herſelf; and 
though they ſaid nothing againſt her when ſhe had 
ever ſo much company to chatter and talk ſcandal, yet 
now becauſe ſhe and her gueſts ſpend their time in a 
better manner, they ſay as how ſhe keeps a Coviticle 
and a Tabertacle in the houſe, and that if they were as 
me they would not ſuffer it. 

Then they tell me, that this ſe& (as they call it) is 
every-where ſpoken againſt, at all the markets and fairs 
where they go; and they defy me to find many great 
gentlefolks any where that are for it, but for the moſt 
part thoſe that get into it are a parcel of poor, low- 
bred, ignorant creatures. But I thought with myſelf, 
thinks I, why this is juſt ſuch reaſoning as was brought 
againſt our bleſſed Lord himſelf when he was upon 
earth, for while the common people heard him gladly, 
it was taunted, “ Have any of the rulers © or of the 
Phariſees believed on him?” And he ſays in his own 
word, “ That God has hid theſe things from the wife 
c and prudent, and revealed them unto babes:” And 
that, Not many wiſe men, not many mighty, not 
« many noble, are called, becauſe the wiſdom of this 
« world is fooliſhneſs with God; and if any man will 
« he wiſe, he muſt become a fool.“ 

Beſides, I have often ſhewed them that all they ſay 
about Parſon 'Trueman's ſetting relations at odds, and 


being mad, and deceiving the people, was ſaid againſt 


our Saviour and the holy Apoſtles; and that it is very 


plain from the ſixth chapter of St. Luke's Goſpel, that 
falſe miniſters and falſe prophets were always well liked 
and well ſpoken of; and that all true and faithful pro- 
phets and miniſters were reproached and parſecuted, 
and their naines caſt out as evil by ſuch as, all the while, 

cried 
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eried out, © The temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord; aye and though they believed Motes' writings; 
and ſaid they were of the holy city, and children of 
Abraham; and led much ſtricter lives too than Squire 
Bounce, or any of his companions, yet we find they 
continued as ignorant of true religion as ſo many poſtes. 
Ihen as to other parſons being againſt Mr. True- 
man, I ſaid, that was a very good mark of his being in 
the right way; and if they would but ſarch the ſcrip- 
rures, they might ſee what a bondation of falſe prophets 
there always was in compariſon of the true ones; par- 
ticularly I beged they would look at the twenty- ſecond 
chapter of the firſt book of Kings, and there they 
would ſee that out of four hundred prophets that pro- 
pheſied before his Majeſty, there was but one true pro- 
pher: aye, and whilſt the others lived in favour, peace 
and plenty, that poor gentleman met with deſperate 
hard treatment among them; for the king declared 
that he hated him, becauſe he never propheſied good 
« conſarning him, but evil.“ And one of the falſe 
prophets that ſtood by had the impudence to give him 
a ſound box o' the ear. When my wife firſt ſhewed 
me this chapter, then I began to ſee how the thing was: 
and I ſays to her, © Ah Deborah, now I parceive the 
true reaſon why Squire Bounce and ſo many folks 
make ſuch ado againſt Parſon Trueman, and thoſe 
od gentlemen that come and preach ſometimes at 
our Church, calling them“ Troublers of the people, 
movers of ſedition, peſtilent fellows, ring-leaders of a 
ſect, turners of the world upſide-down, &c, &c.“ 
Alack-a-day, it js only becauſe they are like good Mr. 
Micaiah, and will not propheſy deceits and ſmooth 
things, nor daub with untempered mortar, as the ſcrip- 
ture ſays: for in all times whilſt the prophets pro- 
pheſy falſly, the people love to have it ſo, And if 
they allow Parſon Trueman to be right, that would be 
the ſame as owning themlelves to be wrong; and that 

they don't like to do, 
| Bur 
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- But I find it is quite in vain to reaſon with them, for 
| they are as obſtinate as mules; and my wife ſays they 
cannot ſee the ſtate they are in, till the Lord gives them 
grace, and that they ought to be pitied, poor creatures, 
becauſe they think they are all the while doing God 
farvice. | 

And now, moſt worthy and honourable Sir, I have 
told you the exact truth how matters are going on in 
our pariſh; and fo, if ſo be that Squire Bounce (as he 
has threatened) ſhould make complaint to your honour 


againſt our good miniſter, to whom you gave the liv- 
ing, I hope you will not think I have done what is un- 


becoming my ſtation, in laying the caſe before you, 
and in ſaying what in juſtice I ought of that worthy 
injured gentleman, eſpecially as I could get nobody elſe 


to do it for me. 
Now I and my wife Deborah pray God bleſs your 


honour, and to grant you long lite here, and a crown 
of everlaſting glory in the world to come, So no more 


at this preſent writing from, 
Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt humble ſarvant, 


Joun TRvusTY, 


A LETTER 


A 


.LETTER OF ADVICE 


FROM A 


FATHER ro fis SON, 


Juſt Entering into Holy Onpexs. 


| ——— ¶⏑ ¶wm—— 


AS you have now paſſed your examination for Orders, 
| and are fo very ſoon to take upon you the miniſ- 
terial function, I think it a duty highly incumbent 

n me to give you ſome rules for your conduct; 
the obſervance of which will not fail of rendering you 

a comfort to your parents, and of gaining you the 
eſteem and patronage of thoſe whoſe friendſhip de- 
ſerves your every poſſible endeavour to acquire and 
cultivate. | 

But firſt let me remark, that I am ſorry you ſhould 
tell your uncle in your laſt, that you look upon your 
fubſcription to the Church of. England Articles of Re- 
ligion, as a ſufficient reaſon for preaching the doctrines 
contained in them; and that you ſhould be ſo dread- 
fully uneaſy concerning the guilt of perjury, if you do 
not. You ſay, © That, from the ſtricteſt and moſt 

« jmpartial examination, you find them to be entirely 
e conformable to the ſacred oracles of truth; and 
cc though you cannot pretend to affirm whether or no 
ce the generality of the clergy are of the ſame opinion, 
« yet this is certain, that either they do, or they do not 
ce believe the doctrines contained in them: now (ſay 
« you), ſuppoſing the negative, where is the man of 
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* common honeſty, who, for the fake of filthy lucre, 
ill ſubſcribe to doctrines of which he believes not 
« a word?—Suppoſing the affirmative, is it not the 
cc higheſt degree of hypocritical wickedneſs to diſguiſe, 
« yea, to diſavow the truth, for fear of worldly frowns, 
c or hopes of worldly favour. —You conclude your 
letter with declaring, © That whatever great names 
« you might have to countenance you in your apoſtaſy, 
« it is your fixed reſolution conſcientiouſly to preach 
« the doctrines you have ſubſcribed to, and never to 
« be inſtrumental in undermining the foundations of 
c that excellent church you have ſo ſolemnly bound 

« yourſelf to defend.” | | 
Ah! my dear Tom, however ſpecious this reaſon- 
ing may appear, I muſt tell you it betrays great weak- 
neſs of =. — and that you ought to lay aſide theſe 
needleſs ſcruples. There is a good old ſaying, that 
* When we are at Rome, we ſhould do as they do at 
Rome.” Beſides, you ſhould conſider, that now is 
your time to advance yourſelf in the world, and to 
make ſome proviſion for your relations. Remember 
St. Paul fays, © If any man provide not for his own, 
he is worſe than an infidel.” Now how do you think 
to provide for your own houſehold, or even for your- 
ſal, if you are determined to abide by ſuch antiquated 
ſtuff as the doctrines of the Reformation, and of the 
Church of England? Look about you, Tom; is it not 
an evident fact, that thoſe few miniſters who are ſo 
over-{crupulous about their ſubſcriptions, and who 
reach the doctrines contained in the Articles, Homi- 
ies, and Liturgy, are almoſt univerſally deſpiſed and 
ridiculed; and are ſo far from being advanced to any 
lucrative dignities in the church, that ſome of them 
are ready to ſtarve for want of employment? Is not 
every method uſed to oppreſs and ſilence them? Are 
not the pulpits denied them wherever they go? Are 
not ſome of them who are only in deacons orders, re- 


ſuſed prieſts ordination? In ſhort, are they not con- 
demned 


( 47 ) 


demned as heretics, ſchiſmatics, methodiſts, enthuſtaſts, 
and what not? While thoſe who prudently conform to 
the doctrines and ſpirit of the times, are as much ca- 
reſſed and encouraged, as theſe are hated and de- 
ſpiſed. | 

Now refle& with yourſelf, dear Tom, how you 
ſhould like to be branded with theſe odious names of 
methodiſt and enthuſiaſt, and to loſe the friendſhip of 
Lord * * *, and the Biſhop of * * *? And you know 
as well as I can tell you, that this muſt be the caſe if 
you make ſuch ado about your conſcience, and your 
ſubſcription to the Articles. 

Oh Tom, however this might affect you, it would 
be the heart-breaking of your poor mother and me. 

Hoping, therefore, you will not ſuffer yourſelf to be 
hurried into particularities by any cauſeleſs ſcruples— 
The firſt piece of advice I would offer you, is to lay 
aſide all thoſe old-faſhioned trumpery books you are 
continually poring over, which 2 told me ſome time; 
ago were the works of the Reformers, and of ſeveral 
pious and learned Biſhops of our church in her better 
days. But as highly as you may think of the Reform- 
ers, and of thoſe pious and learned Biſhops, as you are 
pleaſed to call them, it is very certain that they are 
now looked upon as little better than dreaming old 
wives. Inſtead, therefore, of this obſolete traſh, I 
would propoſe to your ſtudy and imitation, a Clarke, 
an Hoadley, a Sykes, or a Tillotſon; being well af- 
ſured, that the doctrines maintained by theſe writers 
have gained them numberleſs admirers in the high and 
polite world; and certain it is, that every clergyman 
who is careful to tread in their ſteps; ſtands the beſt 
chance of being promoted to their dignities. 

But though I cruſt I have faid ſufficient to prevent 
you from inculcating thoſe abſurd doctrines of the Ar- 
ticles from your pulpit, yet, if ever you ſhould be led 
into diſcourſe concerning them, be fure to throw our 
ſome hints that they were drawn up in times of igno- 
| | runce 
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rance and darkneſs, and that few great and learned men 
could ever aſſent to them. I know the fifth canon of 
the church paſſes the heavy ſentence of excommuni- 
cation on every impugner of any of the XXXIX arti- 
cles, but you have no need to be apprehenſive of any 
from that quarter, whilſt the impugners them- 

ſelves have the authority in their own hands. | 
The better to maintain your own cauſe, fail not to 
condemn all thoſe by wholefale as rank methodiſts and 
enthuſiaſts, who preach the doctrines of the Church of 
England, particularly thoſe of the IX. X. XI. XII. 
and XIII. articles: ſetting forth man's fallen and de- 
praved ſtate by nature; his helpleſſneſs and incapacity 
to good; the abſolute neceſſity of a divine illumination, 
and of the workings, feelings, and inſpiration of the 
Spirit of grace to turn him to God; his free juſtifica- 
tion by faith only; his utter inability to do any works 

leaſant to God (be they outwardly ever ſo ſpecious), 
before he is thus inſpired by the Spirit, and juſtified by 
the merits of Chriſt, 

What an heap of ſtrange unintelligible jargon is 
here about illumination and inſpiration? What ridicu- 
lous diſtinctions concerning works before, and works 
after juſtification? No wonder thoſe preachers who ſtun 
their hearers with ſuch out-of-the-way ſtuff are regard- 
ed as down-right mad-men. 

Let no conſideration, therefore, tempt you to ſpare 
theſe perſons: but rail againſt them as deceivers, me- 
thodiſts, and crack-brained enthuſiaſts, Theſe are 
appellations which few will aſk you to explain, and you 
will always find the multitude ready to join in oppoſing 
they know not what, and they know not why. 

Again, whenever you ſee any miniſter uncommonly 
zealous to declare unto his hearers the whole counſel of 
God, and who boldly denounces the terrors of the Lord, 
and in the moſt awakening and affectionate terms opens 
to them the inconceivable miſeries of an unconverted 

ſtate, nor will let any paſs-for Chriſtians becauſe of 
} external 
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external decency, the beſt expreſſions you carf*hWwow 
againſt them is, That: they are very uncharitable;” 
That they preach damnation by wholeſwle,” and 
drive their followers into deſpair and madmeſs. This 
you will have the better plea for doing, as it ſome. 
times — that when people have been brought to 
an earneſt concern about their ſouls; cheir anxious 
friends and relations, by keeping them out of the way 
of goſpel ordifances, and defying ' them all ſpiritual 
company and converſation, have gone near to drive 
them diſtracted indeed; and then, in the public newf- 
papers, have attributed to religion, what (between you 
und I) was purely the effect of their own cruelty and 
oppoſition to it. ol e 10. ee 

But, particularly, If there is any clergyman in the 
neighbourhood that preaches a weekly lecture in his 
church, or affects to be ſo very apoſtolical as to viſit 
from houſe to houſe, or ſets apart ſome time for the 
exhortation of his people at home, let no opportunity 
ſlip (eſpecially when you have the honour of dining 
with the Biſhop) of teſtifying your utter diſapprobation 
of ſuch irregular proceedings, by calling them ſeditious 
and ſchiſmatical practices, conventicle meetings, &c. 

The better to prevent the before-menti preach- 
ers from having the leaſt influence over any of your 
flock or friends that may chance to hear them, be ſure 
to repreſent them as ſcurrilous abuſers of the dignified 
and orthodox clergy, that if they ſhould hear any cau- 
tions againſt falſe teachers, and ſuch as ſubſcribe to one 
doctrine, and preach another, all this may be inter- 
preted not in the leaſt 'as mentioned to preſerve the 
ſouls of the people from error, but as the mark of a 
factious ſpirit, to draw people from their Pariſh- 
churches, and as downright abuſe of our regular mini- 
ſters. Fail not to do all this with the appearance of re- 
gret, expreſſing your deep concern for the melancholy 
ſtate of the church, and = men ſhould be carried by 
the 
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the workings of fancy, and heat of conſtitution, into 
ſuch wild flights of enthuſiaſm. 
Ihe caretul.obſervance. of this conduct will, I truſt, 
be ſufficient to prejudice your hearers againſt this ſort 
of preachers, whilſt you yourſelf will be univerſally 
adored for your and orthodoxy. | 
But having as yet you little more than what I 
would have you avoid, it is time I ſhould give you a 
ſhort ſketch of what I would have you make the chief 
burden of your diſcourſes. And here let me adviſe you 
to ſpeak much of the dignity of human nature, moral 
rectitude, and the fitneſs of things. Harangue your 
congregation on the beauties of virtue, and the defor- 
mity of vice: for which purpoſe you may gather ex- 
cellent hints from Plutarch, Seneca, Tully, and ſome of 
our celebrated tragedies. The higher claſs will ido- 
-lize you for your ſermons on theſe ſubjects, eſpecially 
if the ſtyle be polite and elegant. As to thoſe of a 
lower ſtation, it matters little whether they comprehend 
you or not; the leſs they underſtand, the more will 
they reverence your learning. | 5 
Lou would alſo do well frequently to inculcate the 
neceſſity of innocent diverſions to relax the mind from 
religious duties, and to expoſe the folly, ſin, and danger 
of running into extremes. By this means every one of 
your hearers will rank his own favourite pleaſure in the 
lit of theſe innocent diverſions, and will be particu- 
larly careful not to incur the guilt of being righteous 
over-much. | 
It would not be amiſs, if you were now and then to 
preach upon ſuch texts as theſe: © The friendſhip of the 
world is enmity with God, whoſoever therefore will be 
a friend of the world, is an enemy of God“. Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in the world. 


If any man love the world, the love of the Father is 


james iv. 4. 
not 
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not in him“. © Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile 
you, and perſecute you, and ſhall fay all manner of evil 
againſt you falſely for my ſake; rejoice and be exceed- 
ing glad, for great is your reward in heaven f.“ If 
any man will be my diſciple let him take vp his croſs 
daily, and deny himſelf and follow me . In handling 
theſe ſubjects, you may take occaſion to ſhew, that as 
theſe expreſſions were addreſſed to the primitive con- 
verts, conſequently they were intended only for: primi- 
tive times, and that by the friendſhip of the world we 
are to underſtand that of the heathen or idolatrous 
world; for that a prudent compliance with, and love of 
the world, is now very conſiſtent with the love of God. 
That all the perſecution for righteouſneſs ſake, fo often 
mentioned in ſcripture, is entirely to be confined to 
the ſeveral perſecutions under the P emperors, 
and does not at all relate to the preſent flouriſhing 

of Chriſtianity, wherein our religion is happily 2 
bliſhed by the civil powers, and kings are become its 
nurſing-fathers, and queens its nurſing- mothers. And 
as for thoſe injunctions of taking up our croſs daily, and 
denying wo 1 that we may follow Chriſt, they are 
not to be taken in that narrow literal ſenſe which ſome 
miſtaken zealots may imagine. 

Let your example in world confirm what you 
inculcate from your pulpit. Be always ready to hunt 
and take a cheerful glaſs with the ſquire; or to dance 
and play at cards wich his lady: by this means you 
will acquire the character of a worthy good ſort of man 
as ever breathed; and if the ſquire has any better liv- 
ing than that you poſſeſs, you will ſtand an excellent 
chance of obtaining it. | 

You know young Parſon TatLiros, It is not 
three years ſince he took orders, and he has already a 
rectory of . 500 per amum, in a fine ſporting country, 
and eaſy duty, which Sir Simon bought on purpoſe to 


* John ii. 15, + Mat. F. #1, 42. f Mark viii, 34- 
| D 2 have 


. 
have him in his neighbourhood; for, to do him juſtice: 
he is a ſpecial roaſt-maſter, and can throw a bowl, or 
ive a view-hollow, with any man in Chriſtendom. 
is own choice was the army, but his father all along 
deſigned him for the church, on account of a family- 
living which he will have when the preſent incumbent 
dies, and which by a diſpenſation 1s tenable with the 
other. | SNL 
Another remark I muſt make to you is, that few po+ 
lite preachers ever mention thoſe harſh uncouth words, 


ſo often uſed in ſcripture, and in the Articles, Homi- - 


hes, and Liturgy, Hell and Damnation: the former -of 
which you may very well call the place aſſigned for the 
reception of vicious men, and the latter may be ex- 
preſſed by final perdition. Whenever you have oc- 
caſion to mention the name of God, any of the follow- 
ing titles may be ſubſtituted in the ſtead, and will found 
very pretty: The wiſe Author of nature, the great Diſ- 

ſer of all events, Providence, the Deity, the ſupreme 
being, &c,—A diſcourſe now and then upon the pro- 
bability of the exiſtence of a God, and of the ſoul's 
immortality, may not be improper. The works of 
Plato, Thales, Ariſtotle, and ſome of our eminent di- 
vines of modern date, will furniſh you with many ex- 
cellent arguments in defence of theſe truths. 

But I had like to have forgot one very material cau- 
tion, without which I muſt not conclude my epiſtle: and 
that is, whenever you intend to ſay any thing in your 
ſermon againſt thoſe preachers, who maintain the doc- 
trines of man's original corruption and helpleſſneſs, the 
inſufficiency of our own rightequſneſs to juſtify us be- 
fore God, the abſolute neceſſity of a new birth, and of 
the illumination,” guidance, inſpiration and inward com- 
forts of the Holy Ghoſt; be ſure to run over as quick 
as you can, and in a very low voice, all thoſe petitions 
in the ſeveral parts of the Liturgy, where you are ob- 
liged to acknowledge the natural ſinfulneſs and weakneſs 
of man, to pray for the enlightening, comforting, and 

regenerating 
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regenerating influences of the Spirit, to renounce all 
truſt in, and dependence upen our own righteouſneſs, 
founding all — of acceptance on Chriſt alone: for 
though many of theſe prayers were drawn up in the 
ſame times of darkneſs and ignorance, and by the very 
ſame perſons that the articles and homilies were, yet 
the leſs the congregation is aware of the elaſh and con- 
tradiction between the deſk and the pulpit, the better. 

I once intended to have made my letter ſomewhat 
longer, and to have been rather more particular; but 
as you are ſo ſoon to ſee my very worthy friend the 
Archdeacon, I know you will be abundantly made 
amends by his inſtructions, for the haſte and omiſſions 
of this epiſtle, which, however, you may be aſſured is 
dictated from the heart of, 


Pear Tow, 
T affeionate Father, 
* 2 
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wrote this, and who is now in tears leſt it ſhould not 
have its proper effect, deſires her bleſſing, 


AN 
EVENING'S CONVERSATION 
Between Four very Goop OTD LADIES, 


Over a comfortable Game at err. 


1/} Lady. I Hau had a melancholy piece of news to- 
day in a letter from my good friend Mrs. 
Formal: ſhe tells me, that Mr. F's eldeſt ſon is cer- 
tainly turned Methodiſt. | 
24 Lady. Turned Methodiſt! Sure you don't ſay fo. 
I am certain, if it is true, it will be a great grief to his 
parents, who are veg worthy good ſort of people as 
ever lived, — Pray, Ma'am, did you play Baſto? 
34 Lady. I aſk leave, Hearts and the king of dia- 
monds, 
4th Lady. Indeed Mr. and Mrs. F. are both much 
to be pitied, for they have had a great many unde- 
ſerved afflictions in their family.— I think it is but 
lately that their eldeſt daughter died of a violent fever, 
and now their ſon is turned Methodiſt. ——Spadille. 
1/t Lady. I think, -Ma'am, they have another ſon 
who 1s in holy arders. | 
24 Lady. Yes, Ma'am, they have ſo; it was his own 
inclination to have gone into the army, but there being 
a very good living in the family, his father determined 
he ſhould be bred to the church. 
34 Lady. Pray, Ma'am, what is a Methodiſt ? 
4th Lady. Indeed, Ma'am, I do'nt know. Ma- 
nillc. | | 
IJ Lady. O Lord, Ma'am, it is ſomething very bad. 
I have heard Mr. Cæcus, the ſub-dean, who you know 
generally 
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generally makes a fourth at our private parties, preach 
two excellent ſermons againſt them at the cathedral. 
In the one, he told us that their doctrines tended to ſet 
aſide good works, and to countenance all manner of 
ſin and immorality; and in the other, he proved that 
they carried matters a great deal too far, inculcated 
an unneceſſary ſtrictneſs and preciſeneſs, and were ſo 
mighty over-righteous, that they denied good Chriſtians 
the innocent amuſements of life. | 

All. O ſhocking! ſhocking! 

24 Lady. Perhaps this ſtrange turn that he has taken 
may be conſtitutional, and owing to ſome melancholy 
diſorder that is in the family; and I am ſure if this is 
the caſe, there is no madneſs ſo terrible, nor ſo hard 
to cure, as religious madneſs; and for my part, I wiſh 
his friends would conſult ſome able phyſician in time, 


for I am really very uneaſy about him, as I look upon 
enthufiaſm to fy, Mrs, Patchup, how could 
you be ſo cryel as to trump my king? 


4b Lady. I ſhould be apt to think as you do, Ma'am, 
but I have known the family many years, and never 
remember any thing of this ſort in any of them before; 
beſides, he was always very gay and lively till he got 
into this way. Don't you remember, Mrs. Lurch'em, 
how we admired his dancing laſt aſſizes ? 

1/} Lady, O yes, Ma'am, very well, and at the races 
too, Tis really ten thouſand pities that he ſhould be ſo 
loſt to the world; for I ſuppoſe he'll now baniſh him- 
ſelf from all ſociety, except that of a few poor moping 
uncharitable crators, that are more likely to encourage 
him in this unhappy way, than to do him any good. — 
Lord have mercy, Mrs, Patchup, will your trumps 
never be all out? 

24 Lady. I was afraid of a ſans prendre. 

34 Lady. Poor young gentleman! Tis pity he ſhould 
be ſq miſtaken, for I really believe he means well. I 
think his friends ſhould endeavour to force him into 

D 4 company, 
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— or to get the Diſhap 1 to ſpeak to him. 
onto 

1 Laay. Mrs. Formal mentions /in her letter, that 
his father got his gaod friends Dr. Daub'em and Mr, 
Archdeacon Smoothtongue, to endeayour to reaſon 
him out of his odd notions, but all in vain. (As I 
hope to be ſayed I had like to have revoked; I think 
you led Clubs, Ma'am.) Well! the Lord defend me 
from extremes; I am for keeping the middle way, and 
would have every body good, without making them- 
ſelves particular; but people now-a-days mult be either 
Wits or devils. 

24 Lady. Tis ſtrange that he can't diſtinguiſh the 
difference between a heated imagination and rational 
* * | 

4th: Lady. Pleaſe. to cut, Mrs. Lurch'em, Tis I 
to deal. Pray, Ladies, were you at prayers this morn- 
ing ? 

All. O yes, Ma'am. 

24 Lady. Did you take notice e of that ridiculous fi- 
gure, Lady Haſſock, in her old turned damaſk ? She 
fat 1 — oy next pew but one to me. 

That I Cid indeed; and it is ſuch a naſly, 
. greaſy dab, that nobody would pick it off the 
ſtreet. I believe ſhe has had it above theſe dozen 
years, and to my certain knowledge it has been both 
cleaned and dyed, 

4th Lady. Her maid told my maid, that ſhe never 
left off a rag ſo long as it would hang on her back. 

24 Lady. I looked her full in the face when I turned 
towards the altar to ſay the Belict, but ſhe refuſed to 
make me a * I fancy ſhe was in a very ſour 
humour, becauſe Mrs. M. did not let her-pals to the 
upper end of the pew. You know ſhe's a very proud 
woman. 
4th Lady. And ſo was her mother before her. 
34 Lady, 
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34 Lady. I think, Ma'am, that you and ſhe are not 

upon viſiting terms. | 
24 Lady. No, Ma'am; never ſince that little tiff we 

had at cards laſt winter. I am ſure ſhe behaved mon- 
ftrouſly rude to me, and ſo I'd have her to know that 
I ſhall never be ſo mean as to ſtoop firſt, 

4th Lady, I think, Ma'am, you are quite right to 
ſhew a proper ſpirit upon the occaſion.— Trump about. 
1/4 Lady. For my part, I make it à rule never to 
miſs church Wedneſdays, Fridays, and ſaints days, and 
did not touch a card all Paſſion week; and if Lady 
Gadwell had not come to town, I queſtion whether I 
ſhould have played all Lent; however, I gave all my 
winnings to the poor.—O good God, I ſhall cer- 

24 Lady. Though Lady Gadwell is an intimate 
friend of mine, and I would not fay ſo before every 
body, yet I am afraid ſhe is one of thoſe who have 
their religion to chooſe; for ſhe makes no ſqruple of 
eating breakfaſt on a communion morning, and would 
fain have had me play at cards on Eaſter eve, a thin 
which, I thank God, I never did in all my life: bur f 
had a very good excuſe, being engaged to drink tea 
with Mrs. Tattle and old Lady Scandal, who you know 
would neither of them play the night before the ſacra- 
ment for all the world. So our party was put off till 
the Monday, when we played fix pools, | 

34 Lady. Indeed, what between one thing and what 
between another, I was a good deal hurried myſelf dur- 
ing Lady Gadwell's ſtay, and wiſh ſhe had come at 
ſome other time; but, I bleſs my ſtars, I always found 
leiſure to read over the Pſalms and Leſſons when I did 
not go to church: and though I was unavoidably en- 
gaged Monday, Tueſday, Wedneſday, and Thurſday, 
I went through the whole week's preparation on the 
Friday and Saturday, Spadille, 

4 Lady. I am furc, Ma'am, that's more than 

355 | could 
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could poſſibly have been expected, conſidering you had 
ſuch a particular friend in town. Mattadores. 

1/t Lady, Pray, Mrs. Allprop, where did you buy 
the ſalt fiſh you had on Friday, it was exceeding good ? 
I am ſure I ate fo prodigiouſly, that I was obliged to 
take a little ſurfeit water before I went to bed. 

_ 4th Lady. I am very you liked it, Ma'am. I 
bought it at the corner of the ſtreet, and had beſpoke 
ſome far laſt W edneſday, but the man diſappointed me; 
fa I was obliged to give two ſhillings a pound for ſal- 
mon, for Mrs, Patchup and Mrs. Bolſterup both know 
that I never eat any fleſh meat Wedneſday and Fridays 
in Lent. Baſto. 

34 Lady. I remember dining with you, Mrs. Allprop, 
on king Charles's martyrdom, after we had been twice 
at church, and I thought your cook made the beſt fiſh 
lauce I ever taſted. O Lud! the cards ſtick toge- 
ther, ſo I can't deal. 

24 La. For my part, though I am as much for a 
prudenf compliance with the world as any body, yet 1 
wonder how people can be eaſy whilſt they lead ſuch 
bad lives as they do. The world ſurely was never 
more wicked: They actually ſay, that Mrs.. 
and Capt. D. are much more intimate than they ought 
to be; and you may depend upon it for truth, for it 
was told me by a lady,. who had it from another lady, 
to whom it was communicated by another lady of un- 
doubted authority, as a moſt profound ſecret; ſo pray, 
ladies, Jet it go no further for the world, 

All. O no Ma'am, no to be ſure. 

1/t Lady. And good Mrs. Formal, in the ſame let- 
ter that ſhe relates the unhappy account of poor Mr. 
L. 's being turned methodiſt, ſends me word, that 
Lady G. made herſelf ſo particular at Ranelagh in flirt- 
ing with Lord B. that they are the town's talk; and 
that Miſs P. has certainly lain- in privately, and that 

Sir Francis — is grown immenſely jealous of his 
| 2 wife; 
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bis among ee e only mention 


1 is out, and my coach 


waits; ſhall 1 — have — pleaſure of your company to- 
morrow ev after St. Ann's prayers are over 

1 Lady, I » Ma'am, we ſhall none of us chooſe 
ro mils prayers; and as we ſhall: meet at church, we 
can then ſettle our u for the week. 


Exeunt ommes. 
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SEVERAL | 


SEATS IN PARLIAMENT | 


To be had Grams, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


THE prodigious hurly-burly of electioneering you 

have had at Shrewſbury, I hope has been of ſome 
uſe to me, as it has led me to reflect that I have the 
honour of being a candidate for the city of the New 
Jernſalem *, and muſt therefore give all diligence to 
make my calling and election ſure ; which can only 
be done by obtaining an intereſt in the favour of the 
Prince of that city, who has an utter abhorrence of 
bribery and corruption, gluttony, drunkenneſs, &c. 
and will ſuffer none to fit in that houſe, which is called, 
The general aſſembly of the firſt-born , but ſuch as 
are freely choſen without money and without price ||; 
and having once ſecured their election, they are in no 
danger of loſing their ſeat at the end of ſeven years, 
| becauſe this parliament is not ſeptennial but perpetual, 
Beſides, they have a powerful friend and advocate ever 
pleading their cauſe at court d, who has already ſecur- 
ed their title, and taken poſſeſſion for them **; and 
thoſe whom he returns as written in his book 4, need 
not fear being thrown out by petition, or even by the 
ſtricteſt ſcrutiny. It muſt alſo be remarked, that they 
who would be members of this houſe, mutt be very 
ſtrict in obſerving the oath of allegiance which they 


* Rev, xxi. 2. + 2 Pet. i. 10, t Heb. xii, 23, 
Ia. lv, i. $ 1 John ii, 1. Heb. vii. 25. 
„% Heb. vi. 20. + Rev. xx. 15. 
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take to their Prince; and that as the privileges of the 
members hre exceeding great, ſo alſo is the difficulty 
of obtaining a ſeat, inſomuch, that the moſt authentic 
hiſtory. of this parkament aſſures us, that many ſhall 
ſeek/to enter in and ſhall not be able *; and that they 
who would gain a place therein muſt ſtrive with great 
earneſtneſs, and can never get in without a very ſtrong 
oppoſition, and having always the cry of the mob 
againſt them f. But there is one thing particularly 
wherein the members of the Jeruſalem parhament dif- 
fer much from thoſe of the Engliſh parliament, and 
that is, that the former, before they take their ſeats, 
are all put into a probationary ſtate t, where they are 
trained up for the buſineſs of the place, under the 
teachings of him who nominates the candidates, and 
who gives his ſenators wiſdom ||. So that there are no 
lack-learning members in this houſe ; and yet (O 
wonderous paradox!) in the account of many very wiſe 
men, they are all arrant fools **; and though ſome are 
more, ſome leſs time in being prepared for it, yet each 
of them is waiting with a burning lamp in his hand, 
and a girdle about his loins 4, expecting every mo- 
ment to be called up. Another thing wherein the 
members of theſe two parliaments widely differ, is, 
that the Jeruſalem members have never any diviſions 
among them, but are always unanimous in their pro- 
ceedings, as well as ſtrictly obedient to their King, 
and to the laws of their country, which is called 
Sion. | 


* Luke xiii. 23. + 2 Tim. ut. 12. John xv. 19, 20. 

t I would not have it ſuppoſed, that by this expreſſion, I pre- 
ſumed to inſinuate that it is left to the fickle will of the creature 
to confirm or nullify his own ſalvation; but the probation: here 
meant is a probation or trial of the Chriſtian graces, which, when 
genuine, always makes them appear brighter and brighter, 

|| Pfal. ev. 22. 

$ Alluding to that parliament uſually ſtiled the lack-learning 
par liament, held at Coventry, in the reign of Henry IV. 

+® 1 Cor. ii. 14. WW. 18. + Luke xii. 35. 


3 Bur 


( 62 ) 

But do not miſtake me, I would not be underſtood 
to inſinuate, that the ſame perſons cannot fig in both 
theſe aſſemblies; nay, ſo far from it, that I look upon 
the faithful, upright, conſcientious diſcharge of duty in 
the one, to be an happy evidence of being a candidate 
for the other; and even good men (who are the only 
true freemen *, though none of them are free-born), 
may lawfully intereſt themſelves in ſupport of ſuch, 
and only ſuch as are likely to prove ornaments to their 
country: but I cannot help being deeply grieved at 
the dreadful infatuation of the moſt, who, whilſt they 
are exceedingly anxious to get themſelves a place in 
the lower houſe for the ſpace of ſeven years, are utterly 
indifferent and lukewarm about ſecuring their feat in 
the perpetual aſſembly of the higher houſe; nay, are 
uſing the very means to exclude themſelves from it, 
and this notwithſtanding the privileges and immunities 
of the members of the latter are ſo much greater than 
thoſe of the former have any claim to: for there are 
none of this higher houſe members but what are per- 
mitted to fit on thrones , and being clothed in white 
robes of honour 1, they have palms of victory in their 
hands, and crowns of gold upon their heads, which are 
given them, and put upon them by the King himlelf, 
in whoſe preſence they are always allowed to be; and 
inſtead of their granting ſubſidies for the ſupport of 
him and his government, his Majeſty (who has a rich 
and inexhauſtible fund of more than they can either 
want or wiſh), is continually communicating to them 
freth ſupplies of theſe riches out of his own treaſury |. 
Add to this, that they have not only the ſame exemp- 
tion from being arreſted for debt as the members of 
the Britiſh parliament have, but from the very mo- 
ment they take their ſeat, they have likewiſe a total 
freedom from all pain, ſickneſs, anxiety, ſorrow, ſigh- 


* 1 Cor. vn. 22. + Mat. xix. 28. 
{ Rev. vii. 9. iv. 4. || Jolu i. 16, 
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ing; and trouble of all kind “, and are perpetually re- 
joicing in the ſmiles and favour of their beloved 
Prince. | of | 
But it is neceſſary that we ſhould examine a little 
into the qualitications of a member of this glorious ſe- 
nate. Now it is not at all needful that his eſtate be of 
fuch or ſuch a value; for the ancient hiſtory before 
mentioned, moſt expreſsly aſſures us, that not m 
mighty, not many noble, are elected ; but that by far 
the greateſt part of the members are choſen. from 
among the poor 4; and that it is a more difficult thi 
for a rich man to enter in, than for a camel to = 
through a needle's eye l. So that, although we pro- 
perly call this the higher houſe, yet it would be very 
improperly ſtyled the houſe of peers, as not many Lords 
temporal, and perhaps fewer Lords ſpiritual &, are to 
be found in it. Moreover, by the laws of Sion, wo- 
men as well as men are called up to fit as repreſenta- 
tives in this auguſt houſe; and it appears from the re- 
cords of antiquity, that many great and noble actions 
and achievements have been performed by ſeveral of 
the female ſex, who have now taken their ſears here 
never to be diſpoſſeſſed. But the molt remarkable 
circumſtance of all is, that every one of the members 
of this parliament were once enemies, rebels, and trai- 
tors, againſt their King; who, having in great cle- 
mency and compaſſion, paſſed an act of grace for their 
free pardon and reinſtatement into his favour, without 
the leaſt deſert on their parts, this ſo wonderfully 
works upon them, that they make it their whole buſi- 


® Rev. vil. 17. T + 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, &c. 
t James ii. 5. || Mat. xix. 24. | 
I acknowledge that I borrowed this ſentiment from one of the 
er, viz. good old Latimer biſhop of Worceſter, who was burnt 
at the ſtake in Queen Mary's days for his ſteady adherence to the 
doctrines of the Goſpel. This faithful ambaſſador of Chriſt, in 
one of his ſermons, obſerves with his uſual drollery, that un- 


preaching prelates will fill up a gap in hell as far as from Dover 
to Calais.“ 


nets 


( 64 ) 
neſs to love; praiſe, obey, and never more to offend 


Mm. ; 

If then fo great be the happineſs, ſo exalted the pri- 
vileges of every member of this celeſtial aſſembly, 
what are we to think of the bulk of nominal Chriſtians 
in this day? It is certain, that by the very name they 
dear they all acknowledge themſelves candidates and 
probationers for heaven; but where is their zeal, where 
their anxiety to get thither? Alas! theſe are wholly 
confined to worldly views and worldly objects. Such 
perſons may, if they pleaſe, condemn the folly of a 
Domitian for waſting his time in catching flies, but let 
them remember, that Domitien, though an emperor, 
was {till an heathen, and that a poor fly has no fting to 
pierce the conſcience in a dying hour; but that they 
are profeſſing Chriſtians, and that ſin, however it may 
ſmile in the countenance, in the end (and even now in 
the conſcience) biteth like a ſerpent: let them alfo re- 
collect, that whilſt thoſe periſhing baubles riches, ho- 
nours, or pleaſure, are the flies which they are hunting 
after in the ungrateful forgetfulneſs of that hand from 
whence they receive ſuch daily, ſuch unnumbered mer- 
cies, and in a cowardly deſertion from that banner un- 
der which by their baptiſm they engage to fight“, let 
them recollect, I ſay, that it ſhall be more tolerable for 
a pagan Domitian in the laſt day, than for them, who, 
with the Bible in their hands, have yet no traces of it 
in their hearts and practice. But whatever eſtimate a 
deluded world may form of thoſe things which infinite 


* The following are the words of our baptiſmal oſſice: We 
receive this child into the congregation of Chriſt's flock, and do 
ſign him with the fign of the crols, in token that hereafter he ſhall 
not be aſhamed to confeſs the faith of Chriſt crucified, and man- 
fally to fight uſer his banner againſt fin, the world, and the devil, 
and to continue CHriſt's faithful ſoldier, and fervaut, unto his life's 
end,” After which follows Amen. Nevertheleſs, there is uſually 
ten times more ſolicitude about the chriſtening feaſt, than whether 
the child is to become Chriſt's ſoldier or not. 


Wiſdom 


„ 


Wiſdom declares to be alone worthy our purſuit, I am 
{till of the great Dr. Young's mind; that 


A CHnr1$TIAN is the higheſt ſtile of man. 

And is there, who the bleſſed Croſs wipes off, 

As a foul blot, from his diſhonour'd brow ? 

If angels tremble, 'tis at ſuch a ſight: 

The wretch they quit, deſponding of their charge, 

More ſtruck with grief or wonder, who can tell? 
Ye ſold to ſenſe! ye citizens of earth ! 

(For ſuch alone the Chriſtian banner fly) 

Know ye how wiſe your choice, how great your gain? 

Behold the picture of earth's happieſt man: 

« He calls his wiſh, it comes; he ſends it back, 

« And ſays, he call'd another; that arrives, 

« Meets the ſame welcome; yet he ſtill calls on; 

c Till one calls him, who varies not his call, 

« But holds him faſt, in chains of darkneſs bound, 

« T'ill nature dies, and judgment ſets him free 

« A freedom far leſs welcome than his chain.” 
But grant man happy; grant him happy long; 

Add to life's higheſt prize her lateſt hour; 

That hour, fo — is nimble in approach, 

That, like a poſt, comes on in full career: 

How ſwift the ſhuttle flies, that weaves thy ſhroud ! 


I am, 
My dear friend, 
Yours ſincerely, 
October 10, 1774. 
IMMUNTIS, 
THE END. 
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